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DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF APRIL 24, 2012 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Dwight Meyer, Chair  Michael Gumrot, Vice Chair   Horace Cook  
Dr. Carlton Cannon   Phyllis B. Collins   Arley Cooper, Jr.    
David Fry     
 
MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING: 
Prameela Kaza   James Webster    Kevin Yingling  
Rob Book (KC alternate) Edmund Maron   James Brown 
Dr. Daniel Houghtaling 
 
NON-MEMBERS ATTENDING: 
Rich Vetter, MPO Executive Director   James Galvin, MPO Staff 
Kate Layton, MPO Staff    Catherine Samardza, MPO Staff 
 
1.  INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS & GUESTS 
  
2.   PUBLIC COMMENTS    
 
3.   ACTION ITEM:  Approval of Agenda  
 
MOTION By Mr. Fry to approve the revised agenda.  Seconded by Mr. Gumrot.  Motion carried. 
 
4.  ACTION ITEM:  Approval of Minutes Feb. 21, 2011 
 
MOTION By Mr. Cook to approve the minutes.  Seconded by Mr. Fry.  Motion carried. 
 
5. ACTION ITEM:  Draft FY2013 UPWP – R. Vetter – materials distributed 
 
Mr. Vetter reminded the PAC that the draft UPWP was reviewed in February.  There was one new project under 
Transportation Studies, for Smyrna, that was added.  Everything else was the same, and he reviewed those projects. 
 He also noted that the Smyrna project was not finalized in time to be discussed by the TAC, but they were e-mailed 
the information.  The last TAC meeting did not have a quorum, so no official action would have been taken 
regardless. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Gumrot to recommend Council approve the FY13 UPWP.  Seconded by Mr. Cook. 
  Motion carried. 
 
6. Discussion Item: Current Studies – R. Vetter 
 -  DTC Survey 
 
Mr. Vetter reported that the DTC survey would be distributed next week.  It will go out to State and County 
employees, as well as to Bayhealth, schools and other major employers.  There will be paper copies of the survey as 
well as e-mail. 
 
 -  Harrington Sidewalk/Curb Survey 
 
MPO Staff worked with the Town of Harrington in a sidewalk and curb inventory, which will assist Terry Tieman, 
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the Town Manager, in the update of the town’s comprehensive plan.  The inventory will allow the town to identify 
needed sidewalk projects and prioritize them.  They anticipate about $25,000.00 a year for sidewalks, and 
$75,000.00 for pavement projects.  The money could possibly come from the Community Transportation Fund. 
 
 -  Route 10 Bike Trail 
 
Mr. Vetter reported that this project is one of the county’s top priorities, and #3 in the MPO’s Regional Bike Plan.  
The recommended route would require some exceptions from DelDOT.  This would be a short-term solution; when 
the bridge comes up for rehabilitation, a more permanent solution would be designed. 
 
 -  Dover Bike Trail 
 
This trail was reviewed with the PAC at the February meeting.  The Working Group approved holding a public 
workshop on May 10th.  The project would be scheduled for design in FY13 and construction FY14. 
 
7. Discussion Item: Central Kent Transportation Study – R. Vetter  

 
Mr. Vetter noted that he had covered this project under the UPWP review. 

 
8. Committee Report:   Data and Demographics Committee – Jim Galvin 
 
Mr. Galvin reported on the work being done by the committee.  He described how Mr. Ed Ratledge from the 
University of Delaware develops the numbers that are adopted by the Delaware Population Consortium for use by 
the whole state.  Ms. Collins asked who was responsible for checking Mr. Ratledge’s figures; Mr. Galvin explained 
that checking those numbers for accuracy was part of what the D&D subcommittee did.  He also informed the PAC 
that Delaware is one of the few states to use this process. Mr. Galvin told the PAC members that he would be 
bringing the final projections to the June meeting as an action item to move forward to the Council for approval. 
 
9. Discussion Item:      Draft Public Participation Plan update – K. Layton  
 
Ms. Layton reviewed the plan, noting the sections where she had marked certain areas; green areas were for 
discussion; blue included new ideas; and red was deletions. 
 
She noted that there were some changes to the federal language requirements, and she updated those sections, 
including a glossary.  She worked with Marc Dixon of the Federal Highways Administration to make these 
changes. 
 
She noted that no TIP Tour was necessary this year because there would be no new TIP, only amendments to last 
year’s document. 
 
There was discussion regarding the meeting rotation requirement in the plan.  Mr.Cook said that it was hard to drive 
a long way at night and waste a lot of time without any input from the community the meetings are held in.  There 
was some discussion, and the PAC consensus was to hold the meeting in one central place.  Ms. Collins suggested 
the Kent County Administrative Complex; Ms. Layton would check to see if there were any conflicts with Levy 
Court on the nights the PAC would need space in the building.  Other suggestions were the DelDOT building and 
the Camden Town Hall. 
 
The PAC discussed reviewing the Plan in even numbered years and holding a workshop in odd numbered years.  
Ms. Layton said it was easier to do it all every two years.  The PAC agreed with her suggestions. 
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Here was further discussion concerning the use of the Internet and social networking sites for public outreach, and 
changing the MPO slogan.  An update of the acronym page was suggested.  Dr. Cannon suggested using the movie 
theaters and DART buses for outreach.  Ms. Layton noted that the MPO could only buy advertising space if there 
was enough money in the budget. 
 
10. ACTION ITEM:         Location of June 26, 2012 PAC Workshop 
 
Ms. Layton discussed the options with the PAC members. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Gumrot to hold the workshop at Dover Downs.  Seconded by Mr. Cooper.   
  Motion carried. 
 
11. Staff Reports –  

11.1  Progress & Financial Reports – Rich Vetter 
11.2 Other Project Updates/Activities – MPO Staff 
11.3 Correspondence, Publications/Reports/Outreach – K. Layton 

 
12.  ADJOURN 
 
MOTION By Mr. Fry to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr.Gumrot.  Motion carried. 
 
Next meeting – June 26, 2012 


