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DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF JUNE 13, 2012 

 
Technical Advisory Committee Representatives attending:   
Mary Ellen Gray, Kent County Planning (Chair)   David Edgell, Office of State Planning (Vice-chair) 
Tim Riley, Kent Conservation District    Janet Vinc, Town of Smyrna 
Ann Marie Townshend, City of Dover, Planning & Insp.  Karen Brittingham, DelDOT Planning 
Phil Wheeler, DNREC      Cathy Smith, Delaware Transit Corporation 
Milton Melendez, DE Dept. of Agriculture   Tricia Faust, Dover Air Force Base 
 
Members not attending: 
Rick Crawford, Norfolk Southern    Ryan Long, Federal Transit Admin. 
Marc Dixon, Federal Highway Administration   Byard O’Neal, DE Motor Transport Assoc. 
Gary Norris, City of Milford     Municipal Rep - vacant    
Sharon Duca, City of Dover, Public Works   Joe Zilcosky, DE Economic Dev. Office 
 
Non-members attending: 
Bill Geronimo, DelDOT Finance     Mayor Don Tinari, Town of Cheswold 
Denny Hehman, DelDOT     Rich Vetter, Exec. Director, MPO 
James Galvin, MPO Staff     Chris Kirby, MPO Staff   
Kate Layton, MPO Staff      Michael Tholstrup, Town of Smyrna   
 
1) Introduction of Members & Guests 
 
2) Public Comments 
 
3) ACTION ITEM:  Approval of Agenda (enclosed) 
 
MOTION By Mr. Wheeler to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Mr. Edgell.  Motion carried. 

 
4) ACTION ITEM:  Approval of Minutes – April 13, 2012  (enclosed) 
 
Ms. Brittingham wanted it noted that a representative from DelDOT was present at the meeting but had to withdraw because 
there was no letter authorizing him as such. 
 
MOTION By Ms. Smith to approve the minutes as amended.  Seconded by Ms.Vinc.  Motion carried. 
 
5) ACTION ITEM:  Data and Demographics Committee Projections – J. Galvin  (6 enclosures) 

 
Mr. Galvin reviewed the process used by the Data and Demographics subcommittee to update the projections.  He answered 
questions and there was some discussion regarding future air quality issues.   
 
MOTION By Ms. Brittingham to forward the projections to Council and recommend approval based on the Data and  
  Demographic subcommittee recommendation and TAC support.  Seconded by Ms. Townshend.  Motion 
  Carried. 

 
6) ACTION ITEM:  FY2012-2015 TIP Amendments (3 enclosures) 

 
Staff  reviewed the 3 amendments, and reported that the public comment period would continue to the beginning of July.  
There were questions concering the bike trail funding, and whether or not Kent County would receive any of that; Mr. Vetter 
said that there were 2 Kent County projects that would be funded.  It was also noted that the MPO would not create a new TIP 
this year and would continue to amend the FY12-15 TIP as amendments were received from DelDOT. 
 
MOTION By Ms. Townshend to recommend Council adopt all 3 TIP amendments pending the completion of the public 
  Comment period and all required notices.  Seconded by Mr. Melendez.  Motion carried. 
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7) Discussion Item:  Completed Studies – R. Vetter 
- DTC Survey  

 
Mr. Vetter reported that there have been over 1300 responses to the survey.  The MPO will compile the information later in the 
month, with a draft report at the end of the summer.  Ms. Smith noted that this is a market research study to gather information 
as to why people are not riding transit. 
 

- Harrington Sidewalk/Curb inventory 
 
MPO staff assisted the Town of Harrington in an inventory of sidewalk, curb and pavement conditions.  The Town will 
prioritize the list, and money will be budgeted each year for construction.   
 

- Bike Trails  - Route 10 & City of Dover Bike Trail 
 
Century Engineering has been retained by DelDOT to design the City of Dover trail.  Design should start this summer, with 
construction possibly next spring. 
 
The Route 10 Bike Trail report has been forwarded to DelDOT for review.  The recommended solution is a barrier on the south 
side of the bridge, similar to what has been done on South Little Creek Road for fishing off the bridge. 

 
8) Discussion Item:  US Route 13 Master Plan – Town of Smyrna – R. Vetter 

 
A charrette is planned for this project in August.  There was discussion concerning pavement rehabilitation work that will be 
done in the area by DelDOT.  Although ADA improvements, crosswalks and pedestrian signals are planned, no major bicycle 
facilities are scheduled.  Mr. Wheeler asked if the plan could coordinate with DTC for bus stops.  Ms. Smith noted that stops 
are already in place at the DE Health and Social Services facility.  Mr. Hehmen reported that this area was looked at, and 
Right-of-Way is needed for a bus stop at that location.  There was also discussion of utility work, and that it should be 
coordinated with DelDOT’s pavement rehab work to eliminate confusion. 
 
9) Discussion Item:  Draft FY2013-2018 Capital Transportation Program (CTP) – DelDOT Finance, Bill Geronimo 
 
Mr. Geronimo distributed materials summarizing the CTP.  This summary is not all-inclusive or final.  He also explained that 
Secretary Bhatt was trying to reduce DelDOT’s debt, using “3 Rs” – A robust program that was realistic and responsible.  To 
that end, there will be no bond to fund the program this year.   This should result in zero debt by FY2031.  The program is 
smaller, but realistic and financially responsible.   
 
There was a review of the projects listed on Mr. Geronimo’s summary, including Agenda Item 10.    
 
10) Discussion Item:  Route 8/Hazlettville Road Connector – R. Vetter 

 
Ms. Townshend was particularly concerned that the Hazlettville Road connector to Route 8 was being pushed out with no 
discussion with the City of Dover, which feels this project is necessary because of the new Dover High School on Route 8.  
She noted that there is a monthly coordination meeting for the high school, and no one had been told of the change in the 
project status.  Mr. Geronimo said he would pass on her comments. 
 
11) MPO Draft Public Participation Plan – K. Layton 
 
Ms. Layton reviewed the suggested changes in the document.  She had color-coded the changes.  For example, federal 
language updates are required, but other changes were subject to discussion.  TAC members liked her shorter slogan 
suggestion.  She asked that any suggestions be forwarded to her via e-mail. 
 
12) Member Agency Reports:     
 City of Dover: Planning – Ms.Townshend noted that the high school is moving forward, as is the North Street 
project.  Verizon is burying the utility lines there, and streetscape improvements are being made.  This is expected to have a 
great impact on downtown Dover.  The library is on schedule, and the City expected to “move in” in July, with a grand opening 
in September.  In addition, DelDOT is doing pavement rehab in the City. 
 Public Works – NO REPORT  
 Kent County Planning – Ms. Gray reported that three public outreach meetings will be held for the KC Parks and 
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Recreation Long Term Plan.  The plan includes indoor facilities and more parks.  The three meetings will be held on June 13,  
18 and 20th.  She also noted that the office is busy, applications are coming in, but they are short on staff. 
 Milford – NO REPORT 
 Smyrna – Ms. Vinc noted that the Smyrna project was already covered.  She introduced Michael Tholstrup, a 
planning intern hired for the summer.   
 Cheswold – Mayor Tinari reported that the new Town Council and Planning Commission is very strong, and progress 
is being made on the town’s various issues.  They hope to be able to move forward next year, rather than just “fix” things. 
 Dover Air Force Base – Ms. Faust reported that consideration of the Route 1 Bike Path at the Base has resulted in 
moving it to the southbound lane rather than the northbound lane as suggested in the MPO Regional Bicycle Plan.  She also 
reported that the Civil Air Terminal expansion is moving forward. 
 Kent Conservation District – Mr. Riley reported that DNREC has a backlog of drainage projects, and his agency is 
helping with construction. 

State of Delaware: DelDOT Planning – Mr. Brittingham reported that DelDOT is working with the League of Local 
Governments to assist municipalities in using the Municipal Street Aid funding.  Response has been good, and they have asked 
for further meetings to ask questions. 

 DTC – Ms. Smith announced that DTC’s new director, Lauren Skiver, has made a lot of organizational and policy 
changes.  Ms. Smith said she felt the new leadership was great.  Ms. Skiver is looking at Fixed Route v. Paratransit.  Currently, 
Paratransit is 50% of DTC’s budget.  Ms. Skiver wants to expand fixed route service, which is cheaper than paratransit.  Ms. 
Smith also reported that they are looking at a GIS-based tool to look at ridership by bus stop; it provides more detail that the 
current system.  Resort Service begain on May 24, 2012, and has already exceeded last year’s ridership for the same period of 
time. 

Office of Statewide Planning – Mr. Edgell reported that the new GIS coordinator is Miriam Pomilio.  Changes in 
GIS coordination should result in the availability of better data that can be shared by everyone.  OSP will also be assisting with 
the Smyrna charrette. 

DNREC – Mr. Wheeler reported that there have already been 2 days of ozone exceedance  - 88 parts per billion in 
Kent County.  He stated that it was very early in the year, and hoped it did not continue this way.  He also reported that the 
EPA Final Rule set the standard at 75 parts per billion.  However, because Kent County reached attainment before the old 
standard was rescinded, no new conformity analysis is needed.  He was not sure if CMAQ funding would be affected by this, 
or if any challenge to the rule would change that determination.  He had concerns because Delaware is a small state, and the 
other two counties are non-attainment.   

Agriculture, DEDO  – NO REPORTS 
 

13)  Staff Report –  
13.1 Outreach Activities – Kate Layton 
13.2 UPWP Progress & Financial Reports – R. Vetter (enclosure) 
13.3 Correspondence & Publications/Reports – Rich Vetter 

 
Ms. Layton reviewed the events that the MPO is scheduled to participate in.  In particular, the Bike Summit will be held in 
September in conjunction with the Amish Bike tour.  She will be giving presentations to municipalities and KC Levy Court, 
inviting them to attend the summit. 
 
Staff asked TAC members if they wanted paperwork on Administrative Modifications to the TIP, or just a report; consensus 
was that a report would be adequate. 
 
14) Next Meeting: August 8, 2012 

 
MOTION By Mr. Wheeler to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Edgell. 
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