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DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MINUTES OF AUGUST 24, 2010 

 
 
PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS & ALTERNATES ATTENDING

Mr. Cook stepped down as Chair and Ms. Layton conducted the meeting.  Mr. Cook informed the committee that he 

:  
Horace Cook, Chair   Dwight Meyer, Vice Chair     
James Webster    David Fry     
Michael Gumrot   Arley Cooper, Jr.    
Dr. Daniel Houghtaling   James Brown     
 
MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING: 
Prameela Kaza  
Dr. Carlton Cannon  
Bridget Lane 
 
NON-MEMBERS ATTENDING: 
Phyllis Collins, PAC candidate  Mike DuRoss, DelDOT Planning 
Mayor Tom Horn, Town of Clayton Kate Layton, MPO Staff 
Catherine Samardza, MPO Staff  
 
The meeting was called to order at Delaware State University’s Smyrna Outreach and Research Center in  
Smyrna, Delaware. 
 
1.  INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS & GUESTS 
 
2.   PUBLIC COMMENTS    
 
3. PRESENTATION – Brief tour of DSU’s Smyrna Outreach and Research Center – D. Meyer 
 
Mr. Meyer gave a short tour of the facility and informed the PAC members of the farms’s history.  It is the former 
Blendt Family Farm, an award winning dairy farm.  It has been annexed into the Town of Smyrna and it has been 
registered as a farm in perpetuity with the DE Department of Agriculture.  About a dozen undergraduates and 2-3 
grad students work on the farm.  He noted that the DSU program is very “hands on” compared to the University of 
Delaware animal science program. 
 
4.   ACTION ITEM: Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION By Mr. Meyer to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Mr. Gumrot.  Motion carried. 

 
5.  ACTION ITEM:  Approval of Minutes/June 22, 2010 
 
Ms. Samardza reported that Ms. Layton had provided the missing name, Stephanie Werner, of one of the survey 
drawing winners.  The name was incorporated into the minutes. 
 
MOTION By Dr. Houghtaling to approve the minutes with the above change.  Seconded by Mr. Gumrot.   
  Motion carried. 
 
6.  ACTION ITEM:  Annual Meeting: Elections 
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would not accept a nomination as chair. 
 
MOTION By Dr. Houghtaling nominating Mr. Meyer as Chair.  Seconded by Mr. Brown.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Cooper to close nominations.  Seconded by Mr. Fry.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meyer was elected by acclamation. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Brown nominating Mr. Gumrot as Vice-Chair.  Seconded by Dr. Houghtaling. 
  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION By Dr. Houghtaling to close nominations.  Seconded by Mr. Brown.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Gumrot was elected by acclamation. 
 
7. ACTION ITEM:  Proposed Amendment to the FY 2010-2013 and FY 2011-2014 Transportation 
 Improvement Programs – Downstate Intercity Rail Connection Study - DTC 
 
Staff reviewed the amendment and reported that the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) had concerns over where 
the funding for the State match ($405,000) would come from.  Members also expressed concerns about the need for 
the study or the service, and the benefits to Kent County. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Fry to delay action on this item pending more information on funding and the benefits to 
  Kent County.  Seconded by Mr. Webster.  Motion carried. 
 
8. ACTION ITEM:  Proposed Amendment to the FY 2011-2013 Transportation Improvement Program 
 to agree with the FY 2011 Bond Bill   
 
Staff  reported that no information was available from DelDOT on this item.  Materials sent to the PAC included 
MPO staff review and suggestions for amendments to the TIP.  Staff also reported that the TAC had deferred action 
and scheduled a September 1 meeting in the expectation of information from DelDOT.  PAC members discussed 
options, including 1) the possibility of having a joint meeting with the TAC on September 1; 2) having their own 
meeting; 3) deferring to the TAC’s actions. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Webster to defer to the TAC’s actions on this item.  Seconded by Mr. Gumrot.  Motion  
  carried with one opposed. 
 
9. ACTION ITEM:  DelDOT Letter Suggesting Federal Fund Programming – DelDOT 
 
Staff reviewed the suggested program funding and reported on the TAC’s concerns regarding using CMAQ funds 
for paratransit service and their request for more information on the DelTRAC projects and the Transportation 
Enhancement Program (TEP).  DelDOT supplied the information on DelTRAC and TEP and it was included in the 
PAC material.  However, the committee had questions that staff could not answer. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Fry to table the item pending further information.  Seconded by Dr. Houghtaling. 
  Motion carried. 
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10. ACTION ITEM:  Proposed Changes to Modification Procedures for the Transportation Improvement 
 Program and the State Transportation Improvement Program – DelDOT  
 
Ms. Layton reported that due to time constraints, the TAC deferred this item until the October meeting.  She relayed 
Ms. Wieczoreck’s suggestion that the PAC also table the item for October. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Gumrot to table this item to the October meeting.  Seconded by Dr. Houghtaling. 
  Motion carried. 
 
11. PRESENTATION:  State Transportation Plan – Michael DuRoss, DelDOT Planning 
 
Mr. DuRoss gave a power point presentation on the State Transportation Plan.  He explained that it is similar to the 
MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan, but the STP is not as specific and there are no air quality issues.  It is a 
broad policy document.  Mr. Cook asked if the plan was coordinated with the city and county plans, and Mr. DuRoss 
said that it was.  Mr. Fry commented that it did not seem like a plan to him; Mr. DuRoss said that this was the 
process and policies to develop the plan; the final draft will have implementation as well.  The public process is just 
beginning, and there will be a link to the Plan on the DelDOT website. 
 
12. Staff Report –  

12.1 UPWP Progress & Financial Reports – J. Wieczoreck 
12.2 Other Project Updates/Activities – J. Wieczoreck 
12.3 Correspondence, Publications/Reports/Outreach – K. Layton 

 
Miss Layton reported on MPO activities.   The MPO’s Air Quality ads were shown in movie theaters from July 1 
through July 30th.   Mr. Johnson and Mr. Galvin of the MPO staff, and Mr.Fry from the PAC, all assisted her at the 
Wyoming Peach Festival. 
 
Ms. Layton announced upcoming events.  The charrette for the Downtown Dover Neighborhood study, including the 
Dover Transit Center, would be held the last week of September.  She also noted that the MPO would have a table at 
the Amish Bike Tour on September 11. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Cooper to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Gumrot.  Motion carried. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  October 26, southern Kent County, location TBD 


