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DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10, 2008 

 
Technical Advisory Committee Representatives attending: 
Scott Koenig, City of Dover/Public Works (Chair)   Mayor Donald Tinari, Cheswold, municipal rep. 
David Edgell, Office of State Planning (Vice-chair)  Tim Riley, Kent Conservation District 
Michael Albert for A.M. Townshend, City of Dover/Plng&Insp Mark Glaze for Greg Oliver, DelDOT Planning 
Mary Ellen Gray for Sarah Keifer, Kent County Planning   Bill Osborne, Transp. Mgmt. Assoc. DE 
Cathy Smith, Delaware Transit Corporation    
 
Members not attending: 
Phil Wheeler, DNREC       Heather Keegan, DE Economic Dev. Office 
Milton Melendez, DE Dept. of Agriculture   Louis Lombard, Dover Air Force Base 
Rick Crawford, Norfolk Southern    Keith Lynch, Federal Transit Admin. 
Federal Highway Administration     Jack Taylor, DE Motor Transport Assoc. 
Gary Norris, City of Milford      
 
Non-members attending: 
Juanita S. Wieczoreck, MPO Staff    Jim Galvin, MPO Staff 
Kate Layton, MPO Staff      Catherine Samardza, MPO Staff 
 
1. Introduction of Members & Guests 
 
2. Public Comments 
 
3. ACTION ITEM: Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION By Ms. Smith to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Mr. Edgell.  Motion carried. 
 
4. ACTION ITEM:  Approval of Minutes/October 8, 2008 
 
Ms. Smith asked that a clarification be made to the minutes.  The public hearing held was for all service routes; the only 
comments received were on the Harrington-Dover route. 
 
MOTION  By Mr. Lombard to approve the minutes with the correction.  Seconded by Ms. Gray.  Motion carried. 
 
5. PRESENTATION:  City of Dover – Draft Comprehensive Plan – Michael Albert, City of Dover Planning 
 
Mr. Albert gave a PowerPoint presentation detailing the process and changes in the draft Comprehensive Plan.  The Plan  
will be reviewed by the City Council, the Planning Commission and the public before going back to the Council for action  
on January 12th.  If approved, it will then be submitted to the Office of State Planning. 
 
Mr. Edgell noted that the issue of annexation at Dover Downs could bring the process to a standstill.  The area is disputed  
and would go to review and arbitration and could take months to resolve.  In addition, with a change in administration, the  
State Planning Council could be reformed and approval of the Comprehensive Plan could be seriously delayed. 
 
6. ACTION ITEM:  Draft Regional Transportation Plan Update – J. Wieczoreck & Jim Galvin  
 
Mr. Galvin gave a PowerPoint presentation.  TAC members were informed that they were the first to see this presentation,  
which was designed to take “on the road.”   
 
After the presentation,  Ms. Smith asked when comments would be taken.  Ms. Wieczoreck reported that a public workshop  
is scheduled for January 15, 2009; the Council will meet on January 28, 2009 to take action on the plan.  Comments  
will be taken until January 28.  She also reported that letters offering the presentation were sent to all Kent County Mayors.  
 A presentation would be given to the Regional Planning commission and Kent County Levy Court on January 13 and 14. 
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Mr. Glaze had questions concerning the format, noting that the maps were hard to see.  Mr. Edgell had comments on the  
Draft document: 
 
 - Noted absence of contents, index and acknowledgments pages 
 - Noted that the fiscal component is new, but incomplete 
 - Pages 4-17 mention modeling by CORPLAN and the DE Population consortium; which was used?  Section  
    needs to be cleaned up. 
 - No attribution of Exhibit 4.21; needs to be clarified as to who did it and how 
 - Conclusion concerning congestion valid, but should be transparent as to how the MPO reached that conclusion 
 - Need financial information – which projects are financially constrained and where does the funding fall? 
 
Ms. Smith noted that transit numbers needed to be updated to at least 2007.  She also noted that the first paragraph on  
public transportation should clarify delivery, that major employers are served.  Also, dates for expansion have changed and  
there is a pulse system in Dover. 
 
Ms. Wieczoreck reminded the TAC members that the first 4 years of the Plan become the 2009-2012 TIP.   After further  
discussion TAC members asked to have a special meeting to take action on this item. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Edgell to table this item until January 14th, giving staff the chance to forward a list of changes and  
  edits to the committee.  Seconded by Mr. Osborne.  Motion carried. 
 
7. ACTION ITEM: Draft FY09-12 Transportation Improvement Program – J. Wieczoreck 
 
Ms. Wieczoreck reported that there is no draft TIP yet.  The MPO only recently received DelDOT’s list of projects.  New 
projects are on the list, including a Milford project for NE Front Street and SR1. 
 
MOTION By Mr. Lombard to table this item until January 14, pending further information from DelDOT.   
  Seconded by Mr. Edgell.  Motion carried. 
 
8. Member Agency Reports:     
 City of Dover / Planning  

Public Works – Mr. Koenig reported that there has been a lot of negative feedback on the South  
Governor’s Avenue project.  Meetings are ongoing with local merchants.  The project is actually going well, but there are 
complicated issues with utility and transportation.  He also reported that although the public access road at Eden Hill is not 
complete, 2 residential units have been sold.  Lack of public access will be a problem for occupancy. 
 Kent County / Planning – Ms. Gray reported that the Kent County Comprehensive Plan was certified by the 
Governor’s office.  Levy Court expects to review and adopt an implementation program and to develop a schedule with 
priorities. 

Soil Conservation – Mr. Riley reported that his office has not yet seen a plan for a development in  
Cheswold.  He noted that there are serious drainage and downstream problems.  There are County regulations to be 
satisfied.  Ms. Gray noted that all these issues were brought up during hearings and approval was tabled until they were 
resolved.  Mr. Riley also reported that the Stormwater program is moving very slowly.  It will be a fee-based program.  He 
also noted that his office may be losing staff. 

Dover Air Force Base – Mr. Lombard reported that the FAA has a new regulation in place.  Any structure within 
20,000 feet of any runway must be filed with the FAA.  This regulation includes cranes.  Filing will be on-line.  Mr. 
Lombard noted that the Air Force criteria is not as severe as this FAA regulation.  He also reported that the Air Force plans 
to send a consultant to Dover to do a joint land-use study with Dover and Kent County.  This would impose a cost on the 
local governments, and DAFB command does not see the necessity because of the good working relationship in place with 
local governments.  However, Dover and Kent County may be contacted because it is being considered at a higher level. 
 Municipalities – Cheswold – Mayor Tinari reported that Cheswold has grown from a population of 300 to 1,400 
since 2002.  With the planned residential developments, that could grow to 5,000.  He noted that traffic on SR42 through 
town to Routes 301 and 8 are an issue; they are working to resolve problems through the Comprehensive Plan, which will 
address growth and transportation issues.  Cheswold is gathering information from other towns to see how these problems 
are handled elsewhere. 
  Milford – NO REPORT       
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Norfolk Southern / Delaware Motor Transport Association  - NO REPORT 
Federal Highway Administration / Federal Transit Administration - NO REPORT 
TMA DE – NO REPORT 
State of Delaware: DelDOT Planning – Mr. Glaze reported that a meeting was held with Governor-elect Markell 

to discuss budget cut recommendations.  Pay cuts at a high level are being considered, and the recision of private vehicles.  
There is a new website for comments. 

DTC – Ms. Smith reported that DART is testing new fare boxes with increased security.  The technology is similar 
to the SmartCard. 

DNREC / Agriculture / DEDO – NO REPORT 
Statewide Planning – Mr. Edgell reported that his office is reviewing Dover, Milford and Clayton comprehensive 

plans.  It is not known how long this will take due to the transition in government.  The office has also updated the State 
Strategic Spending program. 
 
9. Staff Report – J. Wieczoreck 

9.1 UPWP Progress & Financial Reports  
9.2 Correspondence & Publications/Reports 

 
Ms. Wieczoreck reported that DelDOT had contributed more funding to the North Dover Study to evaluate a service road 
between Scarborough Road and Dover Downs.  The consultant should be finishing the project in about 3 months. 
 
Mr. Galvin reported that the Transportation Studies Program is on hold due to the update of the Regional Transportation 
Plan. 
 
Ms. Layton reported that a Bike Summit will be held on April 24, 2009 at DelTech.  The focus will be on looking a bicycle 
issues from both sides – riders and agencies – and will be open to bicyclists, agencies and policy makers. 
 
Ms. Wieczoreck reported that the MPO would not be moving to Camden Town Hall due to space issues.  The MPO is 
continuing to look for new quarters. 
 
Ms. Wieczoreck also reported that she would be meeting with DelDOT to share a list of projects for the stimulus funding 
expected for infrastructure in Delaware.  There is no information as yet on how much money will be available, or what rules 
and requirements must be met.  It is known that a “readiness” component will be considered. 
 
Ms. Wieczoreck contacted Mr. Niezgoda at DelDOT and was informed that all Kent County Transportation Enhancement 
projects were given full funding. 
 
10. Next Meeting:  February 11, 2009 
 
MOTION By Mr. Riley to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Edgell.  Motion carried. 
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