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Smyrna gets ready for workshop

SUMMER 2012

Residents will get a chance to voice opinions regarding U.S. 13 corridor

From Aug. 20 to 24,
area residents will be
able to lend their voices
to a plan that could cre-
ate gateways and pro-
vide a stronger identity
along U.S. 13 in the
Town of Smyrna.

With the help of the
Dover/Kent County
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) and
the Delaware Office of
State Planning Coordi-
nation and the Depart-

Smyrna’s master plan for U.S. 13 extends from the southern to northern town limits
as well as areas identified for annexation. By creating gateways into Smyrna, officials
hope to give residents and visitors alike a sense of arrival into town.

reviewing this area as
three distinct district

types:

® Two Regional Com-
mercial Centers (focused
at each Delaware 1 inter-
change)

® Two Transitional
Commercial Corridors
(Paddock Road to Duck
Creek and Lake Como to
Cory Lane)

® The Corridor Core
(Duck Creek to Lake

ment of Transportation
(DelDOT), the Town of
Smyrna will hold U.S. 13
Design Week regarding the
section of U.S. 13 that runs
through town limits.

Design Week stems

from Smyrna’s work on a
master land use and trans-
portation plan for U.S. Route
13 within its municipal lim-
its as well as areas identi-
fied for annexation.

The primary study area
is the portion of U.S. 13,
between the northern and
southern Delaware 1 inter-
changes.

Smyrna planning staff is

Como)

Smyrna chose this area
because the town’s com-
prehensive plan includes
the northern section of the
(See WORKSHOP, Pg. 6)

&"—!7 survey progresses, deadline extended through August

With more than 1,450
responses so far, a survey
designed to find out peo-
ple’s travel habits to and
from work in Kent County
continues to gather re-
sponses.

In May, the Dover/Kent
County Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization, DART
First State and RideShare
Delaware launched a sur-
vey called, “What About
DART?,” targeting people
who work in Kent County,

regardless of where they
live, to gauge what might
interest more people to
ride the bus.

Although the survey was
going to run only through
the month of May, the pro-
ject team decided to con-
tinue gathering information
until Aug. 31 in an effort to
reach more businesses.

To date, the survey has
gone to state, Kent County
and Kent municipal employ-
ees, as well as downtown
Dover merchants, the Do-
ver Mall, Delaware State
University, Bayhealth, Kraft
General Foods and other
employers. Interest in sav-
ing money on gas and vehi-
cle maintenance has scored
high among reasons to take
the bus instead of drive.

However, many responders
have commented that they
drive instead of ride DART
due to meetings and er-
rands that take place during
or after work hours, or in
case they have to respond
to a family emergency.
There also have been posi-
tive responses about DART,
RideShare and interest in
learning more about each.
Once the survey closes, the
survey project team will
analyze the results to pre-
sent to DART and MPO offi-
cials and partners, as well
as compile information into
a written report.

If you work in Kent County
and have not yet responded
to the survey, go to the link:

www.research.net/s/

WhatAboutDART.
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DTC welcomes new executive director Skiver

The Delaware Transit Corporation
(DTC) welcomed its new Executive
Director, Lauren Skiver, on April 2.
Director Skiver

comes to DTC after
serving as Deputy
Chief Operating Offi-
cer for the Maryland
Transit Administration
(MTA) for several
years.

“l am so excited
to have the opportu-

Skiver nity to lead this ener-

getic group of transit
professionals at DART First State who
work so hard to serve our customers
around the state,” Skiver said while
addressing DTC staff days after her
arrival.

Skiver has worked in the transit

industry for 16 years. She started her
career as a bus maintenance clerk in
1996 at the Hillsborough Area Re-
gional Transit (HART) system in
Tampa, Fla. After successfully com-
pleting the agency’s Executive Intern-
ship Program, she was named director
of its paratransit operations and cus-
tomer service in 2000.

In 2006, Skiver accepted a posi-
tion with MTA as director of mobility
and was promoted to deputy chief op-
erating officer in 2009. In this position,
Skiver was responsible for the opera-
tion and administration of five operat-
ing modes including metro subway,
light rail, bus transportation, bus main-
tenance, and mobility paratransit.

Prior to her transit career, she
served for nearly ten years in the U.S.
Army with a tour in Iraq as an Imagery

Thank you, Horace and Arley
MPO extends best wishes to two PAC members

The Dover/Kent County MPO ex-
tends its best wishes to Public Advisory
Committee members Horace Cook and
Arley B. Cooper, Jr. who are leaving
the committee.

Cook, of Dover, and a retired busi-
ness owner, joined the PAC in Septem-
ber 1999 as a governor’s office ap-

pointee. He served as PAC chairman for
several years. Cooper, also of Dover, and a
retired Delaware State Police officer, joined
the PAC in August 2003 as a Kent County

Levy Court appointee.

The MPO and the PAC thanks both gen-
tlemen for their years of service. They will

be sorely missed.

Intelligence Specialist.

The Delaware Transit Corpora-
tion, a subsidiary of the Delaware De-
partment of Transportation (DelDOT),
operates as DART First State.

DART First State is Delaware’s
bus, train, and intermodal transporta-
tion provider. Services include con-
tracted, state-funded SEPTA commuter
trains, intercounty bus, fixed route
bus, Paratransit, seasonal resort bus,
commuter assistance, Operation Life-
saver rail crossing safety and tres-
passer awareness programs, and the
RideShare Delaware ridematching
program.

For information on all fixed route
services statewide, please call 1-800-
652-DART.

Cooper

Cook

Drivers can access records on DIMIV Web site

Delaware motorists
can now access their own
personal driving record
through the Delaware Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles’
Web site.

Users can visit the site
through www.dmv.de.gov,
users can go to “MyDMV"
account service.

The ability to purchase
one’s driving records
online is the latest addition
to the services offered
online by the DMV. The
DMV added the online driv-

ing records service this
summer, and can be pur-
chased through the cus-
tomer's "MyDMV" login
with a major credit card

for a fee of $15.

Before the addition of

this online service, a
customer would need to
appear in person at any
DMV location or complete a
personal information re-
quest form and mail it to the
DMV for processing.

The online driving record
request feature now allows
customers to print the

document at home. The
customer, if they have not
already done so, will need
to create a "MyDMV" ac-
count. From their account,
they can request a three-
year, five-year or full driv-
ing record history. Cur-

rently, other "MyDMV" ser-
vices include the ability to
change an address on vehi-
cle registration, and to reg-
ister or change Next of Kin
information. The DMV en-
courages all

customers to sign up for a
"MyDMV" account as addi-
tional online services will
be available in the near
future.

DMV now offers 20
different online-services to
Delaware drivers, all of
which can be accessed
from the Web site.




DART Resort Service available through summer

Grab vyour beach
towel, sun block and your
DART fare card, because
transit service to the beach
is now available for the
summer in Delaware.

As of May 24, the Dela-
ware Transit Corporation
(DTC) started running its
DART Resort Transit service
through Sept. 16.

Resort service runs on
seven transit routes, serv-
ing Rehoboth Beach, Dewey
Beach, Ruddertowne, Beth-
any Beach, Fenwick Island,
Lewes, Georgetown, Long
Neck and Ocean City, Md.

The service operates 7

days a week. All DART
buses are air-conditioned,
ADA accessible and
equipped with bike racks.

"We've been pro-
viding this service since the
90's, and every year we are
able to transport more resi-
dents, employees and visi-
tors around the resort
area,” DTC Executive Di-
rector Lauren Skiver said.
“We are excited about hav-
ing another successful
year."

DART Resort Service
helps alleviate beach traffic
congestion on Del. 1 and
local roads, as well as re-
duces parking issues in the
coastal beach towns.

Visitors are encour-
aged to use DART's Park &
Ride lot located just off of

Del. 1 on Shuttle Road, just
north of the entrance to
Rehoboth Avenue. Parking
rates are $7 per car, per
day, and everyone in the
car receives a free daily
pass. For customers not
using the Park & Ride, a
daily pass can be pur-
chased for $2.10.

DART also will offer its
Route 305 - Beach Connec-
tion with service between
Wilmington and Rehoboth
on modern, comfortable
motor coaches. Stops in-
clude the Wilmington Am-
trak Station, Christiana
Mall, Smyrna Rest Stop,
Scarborough Road Park &
Ride in Dover, Milford Wal-
mart and the Rehoboth
Beach Park & Ride.

Route 305 - Beach Con-
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nection operates Friday
evenings, Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays through
Labor Day. The comfortable
motor coaches have 45
seats and two wheelchair
positions, along with under
coach storage compart-
ments for beach gear and
luggage. Fares for Route
305 are $7.50 per one-way
trip from Wilmington and
$4.50 from Dover. Passen-
gers are encouraged to
purchase an "Anywhere
Pass" for $9.45, which is a
daily pass valid

on Route 305 and all of the
Resort Tramsit routes. For
more information on resort
transit and the beach con-
nection service, please visit
www.beachbus.com or call
(800) 652-DART.

Ready to ride? Registration open for Bike Summit and Amish Country Bike Tour

Registration for the
2012 Delaware Bike Summit
is now open.

For its fourth year, the
summit returns to Dover on
Friday, Sept. 7 at Dover
Downs Hotel & Casino in the
Diamond Lounge on the
fourth floor. The free, full-
day workshop will include
exciting speakers from
around Delaware and the
region to discuss:

e  Bicycle friendly commu-
nities

e Bicycle safety on road-
ways

¢  Youth encouragement

e The hidden cyclist

e Rights and responsibili-
ties of cyclists.

Following the Summit,

cyclists can participate in a
group ride around the one-
mile "Monster
Mile," home
of NASCAR's
Dover Inter-
national
Speedway,
which is lo-
cated on the
Dover Downs
Hotel & Ca-
sino prop-
erty. Special
lodging pack-
ages have
been created
for cyclists,
which include
$25 in free
slot play in the casino.
On Saturday morning,
cyclists can participate in
the Amish Country Bike

Find the Dover/Kent County MPO on Facebook!

Tour. Five cycling loops, all

of which start and stop at
historic Leg-
islative Mall,
include 15,
28, 50, 62
and 100-
mile loops.
Cycling
takes place
on flat land
through
back roads
and historic
towns.

T h e
event fea-
tures four
food stops
including

the famous "pie stop" at an
Amish schoolhouse, where
cyclists are treated to locally
baked apple, cherry, blue-

berry and pumpkin pie. Fol-
lowing the tour, cyclists will
have available a fully catered
barbeque meal on the Legisla-
tive Mall lawn.

On Saturday evening, cy-
clists are invited to "Fall Into
Jazz," featuring nationally-
known jazz saxophonists Kim
Waters and Jesse ], performing
at the Schwartz Center for the

Arts. Tickets are on sale by
v i s 1 t i n g
www.schwartzcenter.com or

by calling 302-678-5152.

Amish Country Bike Tour
registration is $50 for adults by
July 31 and $60 after Aug. 1.
Information and online regis-
tration is available through
AmishCountryBikeTour.com,
or by calling 800-233-5368.

See SUMMIT, Pg. 8

Follow us on Twitter!
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Air Quality Partnership spreads word with skit

Batman, Harrington Hare and a
host of helpers from the Air Quality
Partnership of Delaware celebrated
Earth Day and kicked off Air Quality

Hare, and how air quality impacted the

city and country rabbits differently.
The Air Quality Partnership is a

group of citizens, public agencies, and

VOLUME 33, ISSUE 1

quality and citizen health.

On days when air quality is poor
(action days), a free service called
Enviroflash sends e-mail alerts for

Season on April 21.

Partnership members gath-
ered at the 43" Annual Earth Day
Festival at the DuPont Environ-
mental Education Center.

The AQP of Delaware col-
laborated with the Delaware Na-
ture Society and the Delaware
Environmental Education Center
at the event. Air Quality Season
runs through the end of Septem-
ber.

Caped crusader, Batman,
a.k.a. Mark VanderHaar, and
Partnership members put on a
skit about the basic color codes
of Air Quality Season, green, yel-
low, orange and red. Partnership
members each donned a different
colored T-shirt to personify how

Mark VanderHaar, left, dressed as Batman, left, reads a
story about air pollution at the AQP’s Air Quality kickoff in
April in Wilmington while AQP member Terri Brixen, right,
assists.

people to take measures that im-
prove air quality. These measures
include trip chaining (combining
errands into one trip), taking mass
transit, sharing a ride or carpooling,
riding a bike, walking, not topping
off the gas tank, and refueling when
it’s cooler in the morning or evening.

The Partnership is comprised of
Bayshore Ford, Chesapeake Utilities,
the Clean Air Council, Delmarva
Broadcasting, the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Control, the Dover/Kent
County Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization, DART First State, the
Delaware Division of Public Health,
RideShare Delaware, and the Wil-
mington Area Planning Council
(WILMAPCO).

each code level relates to health and
the importance of practicing the steps
people can take to fight air pollution.
VanderHaar also read a children’s
story about Hopkins and Harrington

private corporations concerned about
the region’s air quality. Its mission is to
raise awareness and inform Delawar-
eans about practices that improve air

For more information about the
Air Quality Partnership of Delaware, or
to sign up for Enviroflash alerts, visit
www.wilmapco.org/aqgp .

In late June, Congress
passed a new federal trans-
portation bill. The seven-
year-old SAFETEA-LU
(Safe, Accountable, Flexi-
ble Efficient, Transporta-
tion Equity Act — a Legacy
for Users) was replaced
with MAP-21 (Moving
Ahead for Progress in the
21 Century), days before
the old bill was due to ex-
pire. Up to the approval of
the bill, Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organizations had
kept their eyes on how the
new law was taking shape,
and what it would mean for
them. One draft from the
Senate had proposed some
extensive changes to the
designation of MPO’s. Ulti-
mately, the bill affects
MPOs less than anticipated.

MPO updating long-range Regional Transportation Plan

MAP-21 keeps much of the same planning sections as the previous bill. None of the Senate’s
draft language made it into the final bill. There are some additional requirements for per-
formance measures and targets, including incorporating those more fully into the planning
process. Here are some of the ways the new bill differs from the old:

Plans and Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs) are to be developed through a
performance-driven, outcome-based approach Structure. Within two years of enact-
ment, each Transportation Management Agency MPO shall include representation by
providers of public transportation. This alludes to legislation from the early 1990’s
when, new TMA MPOs were required to have representation of transit agencies on their
boards. MPOs already in existence at that time were allowed to keep their original
board structure. MAP-21 requires that within two years, all MPOs representing areas
with more than 200,000 people have representation of public transit. Further explana-
tions will become clearer as the U.S. Department of Transportation implements the bill.
An MPO may restructure to meet the new structure requirements (above bullet) without
going through a re-designation.

Scope of the Planning Process — establish and use a performance-based approach to
support national goals.

MPOs are to establish targets to track progress towards attainment of outcomes for the
region.

Targets are to be established in coordination with the state and providers of public
transportation to ensure consistency. Targets are to be established not later than 180-
days after the state or public transportation agency establish performance targets.

(See BILL, Pg. 8)
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PAC holds annual workshop at Dover Downs

The Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Public Advisory Committee held its annual public workshop on June 26 at Dover Downs
Hotel & Casino’s Festival Buffet. Bill Geronimo of the Delaware Department of Transportation gave a rundown of DelDOT's Capital Transportation Plan.
The PAC also heard an update of the, then pending, Federal Transportation Bill as well as local transportation projects. The PAC this year received mugs
inscribed with quotes as its annual thank you gift from the MPO. Pictured clockwise from left: PAC vice chairman Michael Gumrot and Dan Houghtaling
hold up their gifts. PAC chairman Dwight Meyer listens to an explanation of DelDOT's Capital Transportation Plan. PAC members Phyllis Collins, left,
and Prameela Kaza follow along with presentations about local transportation projects. Gumrot, left, PAC member Ed Maron and Kaza hear updates of
MPO business.

MPO updating long-range Regional Transportation Plan

Every few years, metropolitan planning organizations must present a long-range transportation
plan. This year, the Dover/Kent County MPO is updating its Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) that will
span the next 25 years to identify transportation-related priorities through the year 2040. Comprised of
eight chapters, plus appendices, the RTP will be compelled to meet state and federal planning and
environmental standards.

The Plan will include information about transit-ready and transit-oriented development, public
transportation, bicycling and walking, Complete Streets, environmental standards, and more. The up-
dated plan will devote a chapter to the new federal transportation bill, Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21 Century (MAP-21) and the guidelines it sets for transportation and land use.

A public comment period on the proposed updates will open later this year, and a draft plan will
be ready for the MPO Council’s vote in January.
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WORKSHOP, continued from page 1

U.S. 13 corridor as a potential annexa-
tion area. Each end of the corridor is a
potential “gateway” into town. Since
Smyrna officials also plan to update the
town’s zoning code within the next year,
now is a good time to identify new zon-
ing classifications along the highway.
“With new potential land use oppor-

need to be in place now to guide the
desired outcome. Smyrna’s local gov-
ernment is looking for a bottom-up ap-
proach to inform the planning depart-
ment’s efforts to identify how that “sense
of place” should look, Smyrna officials
said.

The MPO is providing the technical

and to help develop the final recommen-
dations for the plan. In addition, MPO,
State Planning and Smyrna staff will inter-
view key stakeholders in the project area
prior to Design Week.

“By creating inclusive partnerships
and revised land use and zoning codes,
this targeted planning process will help

TOP: A map of the Smyrna Master Plan
study area spans between the south
and north junctions of U.S. 13 and Del.
1.

BOTTOM: The intersection of U.S. 13
near Lake Como in Smyrna is part of
Smyrna’s master plan for its section of
the highway.

IF YOU GO:

The Town of Smyrna will hold three
U.S. 13 Design Week events during the
week of Aug. 20-24.

Kickoff Meeting:

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 20
at the Smyrna Opera House at 7
West South Street.

Open House:
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,

Aug. 22, at Smyrna Town Hall, lo-
cated on Market Street Plaza in
downtown Smyrna.

Final Presentation:

4-6 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 24 at Bel-
mont Hall on 713 Smyrna-Leipsic
Road.

tunities along this corridor, there are
also opportunities to transform the look,
feel and function of U.S. 13 to better suit
Smyrna’s vision,” according to an over-
view of the plan on the Town of Smyrna
Web site.

Smyrna officials also saw a need to
make the town more walk-friendly, con-
trol strip development and give the town
a better sense of identity. To create a
sense of place that will spur develop-
ment and community pride, policies

support, in the form of developing
graphics, maps, and conceptual draw-
ings for the workshop. Staff is working
with DelDOT on traffic modeling data
and economic analysis of the U.S. 13 cor-
ridor. In addition, MPO staff will lead the
development of a final recommendations
report, due at the end of the year.

MPO staff further asked Wilmington-
based planning and engineering firm
McCormick Taylor to aid with graphics,
general assistance with the workshop,

proactively guide future growth along this
vital path, in order to promote a healthy,
attractive and economically sustainable
corridor well into the future,” according
to the Smyrna Web site. For more infor-
mation about Design Week, including a
schedule and how to participate, visit
Smyrna’s Web site at
www.smyrna.delaware.gov .

Visit the Dover/Kent County MPO on the Web at www.doverkentmpo.org
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Planning professionals receive charrette training

Planning professionals from around Delaware came to Dover in April and July and received soup-to-nuts instructions on what it takes to put on a
multi-day design workshop, also known as a charrette. The Dover/Kent County MPO, the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) and the
Wilmington Area Planning Council (WILMAPCO) sponsored the sessions taught by David Brain and Sarah Lewis from the Oregon-based National
Charrette Institute (NCI). Sessions were held at the Kent County Levy Court Administrative Complex.

The first round of training ran from April 25-27, and provided charrette basics such the definition of a charrette, discussion and exercises in defin-
ing focus areas, identifying stakeholders, mapping a workshop schedule, and how to identify needs for a focus area. A second, mastery, session
ran from July 9-10 and explored the finer details of the charrette process, including charrette design team needs, specifications for team headquar-
ters, where to hold public events, engaging the public and role play in handling hecklers and tough situations. A charrette is an intensive planning
process where residents, designers and planners collaborate to decide on a course of action. It provides a forum for exchanging ideas and offers
a chance for immediate feedback to the designers. NCl is an educational institution that specializes in collaborative community and transportation
planning techniques.
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BILL, Pg. 4

e MPOs will integrate into the planning process directly or by reference goals,
objectives, performance measures, and targets of state and transit plans.

e A Regional Transportation Plan shall include: a description of performance
measures and targets; system performance report (evaluation of condition and
performance with respect to targets). This refers to MPO-set performance tar-
gets. The new bill’s metropolitan planning section includes in creased use of
performance measures and targets in the planning process, including TIPs and
long range plans.

,
SUMMIT, continued

To obtain the discounted
lodging rate, you must use code
"GDEBIKE". To register for this
free day-long conference, visit

www.wilmapco.org/bikesummit.

reservation, visit
www.doverdowns.com.

Tour information and online
registration is available at
www.AmishCountryBikeTour.com,
or by calling 800-233-5368.

e MPOs may voluntarily develop multiple scenarios in the plan.

e TIPs shall contain projects consistent with current plan, reflect investment
priorities in the plan, and designed to make progress toward achieving targets.

e TIPs shall include, to the extent practicable, anticipated effect of the TIP to-
ward achieving targets linking investments to targets.

e The federal transportation secretary shall report to Congress in five years on

I
|
|
|
|
|
| To check out the hotel or make a
|
|
|
|
the effectiveness of performance based planning of each MPO. |

~
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The Dover/Kent County MPO is going Green

.
. - Ty,

To save paper and postage, the Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization would like to
deliver its newsletter, Journeys, via the Internet. Please contact the MPO at
kate.layton@doverkentmpo.org, or at (302) 387-6026 and tell us if you prefer to receive Journeys via e-
mail, or the U.S. Postal Service. Thanks for helping the MPQO'’s efforts to be earth conscious. Go green!
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