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CATCH OUR DRAFT:
DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO
UPDATING METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Roads, overpasses,
bicycle paths, side-
walks, and public tran-
sit are aspects of trans-
portation that people
use every day.

They're also topics
in a draft of the Dover/
Kent County Metropoli-
tan Planning Organiza-
tion’s  Metropolitan
Transportation  Plan
(MTP). The document
formerly known as the
Regional  Transporta-
tion Plan (RTP),
changed with the new
federal transportation
bill, Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st
Century.

This MTP defines

how transportation
needs will be ad-
IF YOU GO:

WHAT: Dover/Kent County
MPO MTP Workshop

WHEN: 4-7 p.m., Wednesday,

Nov. 14.
WHERE: Main floor meeting

room of the new Dover Public

Library, 35 Loockerman
Plaza. Dover, next to Dover
City Hall.

dressed in the following
25 years. It describes
where the money will
come from to pay for
projects within the plan
while maintaining fed-
eral air quality
standards.

The U.S. De-
partment  of
Transporta-
tion also re-
quires that
the MTP proc-
€ss coordi-
nate with lo-
cal and state
plans and
asks for input
from the pub- —
lic and private &=

sectors.
The MTP,
which looks

ahead to the year

2040, will concentrate
on making existing in-
frastructure more effi-
cient, and provide more
mode

transportation
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Metropolitan Transportation Plan

2040 Update
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choices. This means
looking further into
transit, walking, and

bicycling. At the same
time, the plan will
make sure road pro-
jects on track. Some of

the MTP projects in-
clude:

Transit  studies
e Road improve-

ments, such as the
West Dover Connec
tor and overpasses
along Del. 1.

e A walk/bike path
along Del. 10 and a
connector between
Dover’s Silver Lake
Park and Isaacs
Branch trails.

(See MTP, Pg. 3)

MTP WORKSHOP SET FOR NoOV. 14

Join the Dover/Kent
County Metropolitan

Planning Organization
when it holds a public
workshop regarding an
update of its Metropoli-
tan Transportation Plan

(MTP).

An MTP is a long-

Copies of the MTP

range plan that looks at will be available at the

how transportation will
take shape over the
next 25 years. It also
serves as a blueprint
for transportation fund-
ing needs.

workshop. The public
may also see copies of
the plan at local librar-
ies, or request copies
by contacting the MPO
at (302) 387-6030.
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BOYCE NAMED DELDOT HEAD OF PLANNING

first 15 years working
with the Road Design
section in many capaci-

Delaware’s Depart-
ment of Transportation
congratulates Drew

Boyce, ties, ranging from the
P.E., who surveying to acting as a
is the de- supervising engineer.

partment’s ; In August of 2002,
new Direc- | he became a subdivi-

sion engineer within
the Division of Plan-

tor of Plan-

2005, he became the
assistant director of
project development in
the Division of Trans-
portation  Solutions
where he was responsi-
ble for implementing a
$150 million Capital
Transportation Program
for the northern region

American Association
of State Highway and
Transportation Officials
(AASHTO), and is re-
sponsible for writing
and maintaining the
AASHTO Roadside De-
sign Guide. He has a
bachelor’'s degree in
Civil Engineering Tech-

ning.

Boyce || _.ning. In this capacity,
h a S he was responsible for
worked for review and approval of

DelDOT for more than
26 years. He spent the

all residential and com-  cal
mercial

of the state.

proposals. In

Boyce is a Region 1
member on the Techni- a
Committee
Roadside Safety for the

nology from the Univer-
sity of Delaware, and is
registered profes-
for  sional engineer in Dela-
ware and Pennsylvania.

TAC, PAC HOLD OFFICER ELECTIONS

Leaders of the
Dover/Kent County
MPO’s two com-
mittees will keep
their seats for an-
other year.

The MPO’s
Technical Advisory
Committee  (TAC)
and Public Advisory
Committee  (PAC)
& held their elections
in October and Au-
gust, respectively.
The TAC unani-
mously voted Oct.

10 to keep Mary Ellen Gray as
its chairperson and David Edgell
as its vice chairperson.

Gray is assistant planning
director for Kent County and
Edgell is principal planner for
the Office of State Planning Co-
ordination. The TAC first elected
Gray as its chairperson in 2011.
Edgell has served as the TAC
vice chairperson for several
years. PAC members unani-
mously voted on Aug. 21 to keep
Dwight S. Meyer as PAC chair-
person and Mike Gumrot as vice
chairperson. This was a second
re-election Meyer and Gumrot,

who have held their leadership
posts since August 2010.

The TAC comprises employ-
ees of member governments in
central Delaware or related
agencies who provide skilled
analysis and comments regard-
ing proposed transportation
plans and programs.

The PAC helps the MPO re-
ceive public input regarding all
proposed transportation plans,
programs and policies. PAC
members are volunteers ap-
pointed by the county, the City of
Dover and the state via MPO
Council members.

DART SURVEY FINISHES, REPORT TO COME 2013

A summer DART survey is
now closed.

The Dover/Kent County MPO,
staff from the Delaware Transit
Corporation and RideShare Dela-
ware formed the team that cre-
ated and distributed the survey
designed to reach out to people

working for major employers in
Kent County. The survey closed
Aug. 31.

Titled, “What About DART?”
the purpose of the survey was to
find out if employees were famil-
iar with, or use DART'’s bus ser-
vice, carpool in Kent County,
take a look at how far and when

employees travel to and from
work in Kent County, and find
out what transit factors impact
the decisions to ride or not ride
public transit in Kent County.
Now that the survey has
closed, the team will continue to
analyze the results to compile
into a report in the coming year.
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MTP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WE NEED YOUR INPUT

Public input is an impor-
tant part of putting the MTP
together. The MPO will run a o
30-day public comment period

from Nov. 9 to Dec. 9.

In addition, the MPO is tak-
ing appointments to give pres- o
entations to municipal, civic
associa- e
tions to explain the Plan.

To comment on the MTP or

and homeowners’

to request a presentation, con-
tact the MPO in the following

ways:

387-6030

19934.

E-mail to doverkent-
mpo@gmail.com

e Call the office at (302)

U.S. mail at P.O. Box 383,
Dover, DE 19903

Drop by the office at 1783
Friends Way, Camden, DE

DELDOT PROPOSES POLICY CHANGES

When a new
neighborhood or com-
mercial property is de-
veloped, local and
state governments
typically require a
study to determine
how much traffic the
project would add to
its surroundings.

That and other de-
velopment rules could
change soon.

DelDOT’s Division
of Planning hopes to
change state regula-
tions regarding re-
quirements for Traffic
Impact Studies (TISs).
Bill  Brockenbrough,
who works in Develop-
ment Coordination for
DelDOT’s Division of
Planning, presented
the proposed changes
to the MPO’s Techni-
cal Advisory Commit-
tee in October.

One change would significantly affect traf-
clarify the definition of  fic.

traffic  operational A third proposed
analysis, a smaller regulation change is
study than an impact the inclusion of a
study, more de-
which tailed
a d - section
dresses on Trans-
con - portation
cerns Improve-
about a ment Dis-
posed (TIDs).
develop- — TIDs are
ment master

e n - planning
trance. e areas
An -

other proposed
change would be to
specify how the inter-
sections chosen for an
impact study are de-
termined. DelDOT
wants to assure that
study areas match the
intersections  where
development  would

that the
county or a municipal-
ity has identified as
high growth areas. The
identified improve-
ment district would
have one overarching
transportation and
land use plan for mul-
tiple developments.
Developers would con-

tribute to the needed
improvements and the
state or local govern-
ment would monitor
conditions to make
sure infrastructure
keeps pace with the
development. Kent
County has 11 TIDs
listed in its compre-
hensive plan.

DelDOT would like
to promote the crea-
tion of such districts
as a superior ap-
proach to assessing
the transportation im-
pacts of development
relative to traffic im-
pact studies.

DelDOT held public
workshops throughout
September in all three
Delaware counties re-
garding the policy
changes, and set a
public comment pe-
riod to run through
Oct. 20.
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SMYRNA WORKSHOP VIEWS SMYRNA’S FUTURE

A proposed plan to im-
prove U.S. 13 in Smyrna
could go to Smyrna Town
Council before the end of
the year.

The plan stems from a
weeklong design workshop
held in August. Between
Aug. 20 and 24, the Dover/
Kent County MPO, the Town
of Smyrna and the Office of
State Planning Coordination
worked with town residents,
businesses and other stake-
holders to shape a vision
for Smyrna's U.S. 13 corri-
dor, and by extension, the
town itself.

The Aug. 20 workshop
kicked off at the Smyrna
Opera House. Guests
worked around tables laden
with maps, tracing paper
and markers and literally
marked out where their pri-
orities lay in terms of traffic,
safety, economic develop-
ment and other criteria.
Throughout that week, de-
sign team members, com-
prised of MPO and Town of
Smyrna planning staff and
planners from the Newark-
based agency, McCormick
Taylor, to compile the com-
munity input and combine it
with background research
and urban planning for
Smyrna's portion of the U.S.
13 corridor.

The team held an open
house on Aug. 22 at
Smyrna Town Hall to let

(See SMYRNA, Pg. 5)

TOP LEFT: Members of the workshop
design team and Smyrna stakeholders
gather around a map of the town to iden-
tify the town’s needs.

TOP RIGHT: Sec. Shailen Bhatt of the
Delaware Department of Transportation,
left, and Sen. Bruce Ennis (D-Smyrna),
listen to a presentation about the work-
shop at the week’s kickoff.

David Edgell, principal planner for the
Office of State Planning Coordination,
talks about potential changes ahead for

T e e -

James Galvin, principal planner for the Dover/Kent
County MPO, works on maps in studio set up at
Smyrna Town Hall during the workshop week.

I

Chris Kirby of the Dover/Kent County MPO, ex-

plains items on a map of Smyrna at the closing
night of workshop.

Design team staff and stakeholders peruse maps
of the town that depict some of the public input
during an open house at Smyrna Town Hall.
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SMYRNA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4.

NetTH
PECOMMENDED PLAN

stakeholders and the public view
the workshop’s progress, based
upon the work from the kickoff,
and provide more feedback. On
Friday, Aug. 24, the team pre-
sented the combined efforts
from the week at a reception
held at Belmont Hall in Smyrna.
MPO Executive Director Rich
Vetter said the MPO has since
created a draft report. The full
color booklet includes photo-
graphs and maps from the work-

A luet 7o Sea’ﬂ—msEzs%—

TOP LEFT: The recommended
plan for Smyrna’s south area
proposes to concentrate new
commercial and high density "
residential development in the
area of the southern inter-i
including Gateway | |
North shopping center, Simons (;}
Corner shopping center, and

the area around Smyrna Diner.

change,

LEFT: The recommended plan
for the north section of the
corridor includes elements of
both the “commercial corridor”
and a “live/work/shop/play”

Frond pl) iz

.
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shop as well as recommenda-
tions for land use and transpor-
tation along Smyrna’s U.S. 13
corridor.

In October, the report was
presented to the town’s Long-
Range Planning Committee. The
document could advance to the
Smyrna Planning Commission
and to Smyrna Town Council be-
fore the year’s end before the
MPO, Smyrna officials and the
Delaware Department of Trans-

ABOVE: A cursory analysis of existing environmental and cul-
tural resource inventories was conducted. The accompanying
map shows existing wetland, water recharge, and floodplain
areas, based on information provided by DNREC.

portation adopt the report in
2013.

In addition, Vetter said, the
design team is addressing re-
quests for better pedestrian ac-
cess along the highway by work-
ing on a short-term, but high pri-
ority sidewalk plan that specifi-
cally identifies where the corridor
needs the improvements. The
short-term plan also would make
money available as soon as pos-
sible for the infrastructure.
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MPO STAFF ATTENDS
ANNUAL AMPO CONFERENCE

!Left: Saratoga Springs Mayor Scott T. Johnson
- welcomes AMPO attendees to the city as
~ AMPO Director Michael Franchini looks on.

Below: Various horse statues grace various
spots in downtown Saratoga Springs.

Left: A Saratoga Springs town official gets
ready to give a walking tour of the downtown

Below: A panel hold a roundtable
discussion of MAP-21.

The Dover/Kent County
MPO was one among the many
Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zations represented from
around the country at the
2012 conference of the Asso-
ciation of Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organizations.

The conference was held
Sept. 11-14 in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. Attendees saw
seminars on various topics
from funding and data collec-
tion to what the more than 20
new MPO's starting this year
will face. City officials also
gave guided tours of downtown
Saratoga and talked about the
way the city has evolved over
the years and added modern
touches, such as a civic center,
while maintaining its thor-
oughbred horseracing and Vic-
torian heritage.

A common thread through-
out the conference was the
new federal transportation bill
Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21st Century (MAP-21).
Several MPQO’s have sprung
from the results of the 2010
census.

New and old MPOs are
awaiting to hear what to expect
from the bill. The buzz term of
the law, however, is perform-
ance-based outcomes, mean-
ing MPOs will have to report
the fruition of their plans and
programs. Since Congress is
now in the implementation
stage of the bill since it passed
in late June, MPOs are await-
ing criteria specifics.
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DELAWARE BIKE SUMMIT
DOVER

2012 ROLLS THROUGH

The fourth annual Delaware Bike
Summit rolled through Dover on Friday,
Sept. 7 at Dover Downs Hotel & Casino.

More than 200 people signed up for
the summit and the event overflowed with
great information from speakers about
how Delaware is becoming a more bicycle
-friendly state, rights and responsibilities
of riders, the importance of getting youth
to bicycle more, and safety. Delaware De-
partment of Transportation Sec. Shailen
P. Bhatt announced a new safety cam-
paign set to start this spring, called “See
It Both Ways,” which will educate bicy-
clists and drivers alike about the rules
and responsibilities they have while on
the road.

Dover/Kent County MPO Executive
Director Rich Vetter and Dover City Plan-
ner Ann Marie Townshend spoke to the
audience about strides the city and MPO
are making for Dover to become more bi-
cycle friendly. Vetter and Townshend
talked about a project that will begin in
2013 to connect the Silver Lake Park and
Isaacs Branch bike/walk trails. The MPO
also is working with Kent County and Del-
DOT to make a stretch of Del. 10 that
overlooks the St. Jones River safer for bi-
cyclists and pedestrians.

Sgt. Bud Heberling from the Delaware
State Police showed a film, that, courtesy
of the Delaware Bicycle Council, will be
part of driver education courses in Dela-
ware schools. DNREC Secretary Collin
O'Mara outlined the projects included in
the $13 million State Trails and Pathways
Initiative, which will create trails for biking
and walking in all three Delaware coun-
ties.

After a day packed with information,
many attendees blew off some steam and
capped the day with a ride around Dover
Downs' Monster Mile race track.

- the MPO’s Regional Bike

2

Photo by James Pernol

Clockwise from right:
Delaware State Police
Sgt. Bud Heberling
talks to the Bike Sum-
mit audience about
bicycle safety laws that
have passed in Dela-
ware; DelDOT Sec.
Shailen Bhatt an-
nounces a new bicycle
safety program, “See It
Both Ways.”

Dover Planning Director
Ann Marie Townshend
talks to the Bike Sum-
mit audience about
local bicycle projects
and the process of be-
coming a bicycle-
friendly community.

Petay,
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Photo by James Pernol

Counter-clockwise from left:
Andy Clarke, executive di-
rector of the League of
American Bicyclists, gives
the thumbs up during a ride
around the Monster Mile at
Dover Downs racetrack;
Rich Vetter, executive direc-
tor of the Dover/Kent
County MPO, talks about

Plan; riders prepare to enter
the track for the bike ride.

R

LY 1

Photo by James Pernol



DART READIES FOR HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE

| drive in support of
% the Food Bank of
Delaware.

This week-long
4 event will have lo-
gl cations for giving

State and dona-
tions will be distrib-

agencies, various or-
ganizations and many
DART customers,
friends of customers
and employees.

Last year's food
drive netted 22,377
pounds of non-
perishable foods and

Dover (Acme) and
Milford (Walmart)

o Wednesday, Nov. 7
- Fairfax (Acme)

e Thursday, Nov. 8

e Friday, Nov. 9 -
Rodney Square, Wil-
mington.
Whether it's a can

The Dover Acme and Milford Wal-Mart will
be two donation sites for Stuff the Bus

uted to the more household goods. of soup or a whole bag

2012. than 440 Food Keep the following of groceries, join your
Bank partners dates and locations in friends and neighbors
This November, statewide. mind as you plan your at the 2012 “Stuff the
DART will sponsor its Donations come holiday sharing with the  Bus” event.
15th annual “Stuff the from schools, busi- community efforts:

(Article courtesy of DART)

Bus” Thanksgiving food nesses, state and local e« Monday, Nov. 5 -

—-_-_._-_._._._._._._—._._._._-—._
- " .5.

The Dover/Kent County MPO is going Green

To save paper and postage, the Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization would like to de-
liver its newsletter, Journeys, via the Internet. Please contact the MPO at kate.layton@doverkentmpo.org,
or at (302) 387-6026 and tell us if you prefer to receive Journeys via e-mail, or the U.S. Postal Service.
Thanks for helping the MPO'’s efforts to be earth conscious. Go green!
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