
Dover/Kent  County 
Metropol i tan Planning Organizat ion 
—Planning Transportat ion for Everyone— 

 Summer 2013 has been a busy one 
for transportation projects in Kent 
County. Some projects are finished, and 
some are nearly ready to move into their 
next phases. 
 Ground officially broke on the Capi-
tal City Trail in April. Phase I of the pro-
ject is almost finished. Contractors have 
been building a wide walk and bicycle 
path along U.S. 13 that connects with 
Martin Luther King Boulevard, and will 
connect to a crosswalk at the intersec-
tion of Public Safety Boulevard that will 
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Division Street. The sidewalk along Park 
Drive will be widened to 10 feet for pe-
destrians and bicyclists. Landscaping 
will be added, as this section of the trail 
is adjacent to Dover’s Silver Lake Park. 
 This summer, the Delaware Depart-
ment of Transportation realigned Car-
penter Bridge Road in Harrington, just 
north of its old location, closed the me-
dian crossover along the highway and 
built a cul-de-sac in its place. 
 
(See PROJECTS, Pg. 6) 

take people to the Isaac Branch Trail 
entrance behind the DelDOT campus. 
 Phases II and III of the project are 
both scheduled to start this fiscal year. 
Phase II will have a new 10-foot-wide 
path between Martin Luther King Boule-
vard and Loockerman Street in down-
town Dover. The path will have lighting, 
landscaping, benches and a mid-block 
crossing of Loockerman Street. 
 Phase III will continue Phase II’s 
improvements by continuing along Park 
Drive between Loockerman Street and 

 

 

LEFT: A bicyclist and a pedestrian use the path along 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard in Dover. The brick 
sidewalk is part of the Capital City Trail. Phase I of the 
new trail is nearly finished. Phases II and III will begin 
shortly. Ultimately, the trail will connect to the Isaac 
Branch Trail near the Delaware Department of Trans-
portation campus and to trails in Camden and Wyo-
ming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIGHT: Construction at Carpenter 
Bridge Road in Harrington is now fin-
ished. The road is now realigned and a 
median that crossed over U.S. 13 was 
closed with a cul-de-sac put in its place.  
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Skiver leaving DTC, taking job in Palm Springs, Calif. 

 After 17 months with 
the Delaware Transit Corpo-
ration, Chief Executive Offi-
cer Lauren Skiver an-
nounced in September that 
she planned to leave the 
transit agency. Starting in 
October, Skiver will become 
executive director of 
SunLine Transit Agency in 
Palm Springs, Calif. 
 “Lauren has been a 
valuable member of our 
leadership team,” Delaware 
Department of Transporta-
tion Secretary Shailen Bhatt 
said of Skiver. “During her 

tenure with DTC, she has 
focused on improving oper-
ating efficiencies, perform-
ance management and lead-
ership development.” 

 Skiver joined the DTC in 
April 2012 after serving as 
deputy chief operating offi-
cer for the Maryland Transit 
Administration for several 
years. In her 17-year career 
in the transit industry, Skiver 
has worked in various areas, 
from maintenance clerk at 
the Hillsborough Area Re-
gional Transit system in 
Tampa, Fla. to leadership 
positions. 
 In 2006, Skiver ac-
cepted a position with MTA 
as director of mobility and 
was promoted to deputy 
chief operating officer in 

2009. In this position, Skiver 
was responsible for the op-
eration and administration 
of five operating modes in-
cluding metro subway, light 
rail, bus transportation, bus 
maintenance, and mobility 
paratransit. 
 Prior to her transit ca-
reer, she served for nearly 
10 years in the U.S. Army 
with a tour in Iraq as an im-
agery intelligence specialist. 
 The Dover/Kent County 
MPO wishes her the very 
best in her new job. 
 

Skiver 

Curran named new DelDOT finance director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hugh E. Curran is the 
Delaware Department of 
Transportation’s new direc-
tor of finance. 
 D e l D O T  S e c r e t a r y 
Shailen Bhatt tapped Curran 
for the post in July, citing his 

Curran 

qualifications and leadership 
experience in the global fi-
nancial services industry. 
 "DelDOT's chief financial 
officer plays a crucial role in 
helping our agency manage 
the complicated mix of state 
and federal dollars that com-
prise our approximately $1 
billion budget," Bhatt said. 
"Doing so requires someone 
with broad experience in 
credit markets, cash man-
agement and accounting. 
 It also takes someone 
who can help our agency 
prioritize investments and 
keep managers and vendors 
focused on the delivery of 
projects and programs 
within established budgets.” 

 Before working for Del-
DOT, Curran held leadership 
roles at MBNA Corporation, 
Barclays Bank, Morgan 
Stanley and Merrill Lynch. 
Curran began his career at 
Maryland Bank, National 
Association in 1984. He was 
an integral part of the team 
completing the initial public 
offering that spun off from 
Maryland National Bank to 
form the independent com-
pany, MBNA Corporation, in 
1991. While at MBNA, he 
spent some time in Chester, 
England to help launch 
MBNA Europe. 
 From 2006 to 2010, 
Curran was finance director 
for Barclays Bank Delaware. 

From 2010 to the present, 
he worked for Morgan 
Stanley and Merrill Lynch. 
 "I am honored to have 
the opportunity to work with 
Secretary Bhatt and the De-
partment of Transportation 
team. I look forward to help-
ing Delaware leverage its 
transportation infrastructure 
to attract and grow busi-
nesses and commerce, 
while providing a high quality 
of life to our citizens." 
 Curran holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Finance 
and a Masters in Business 
Administration from the Uni-
versity of Delaware. He is 
also a Certified Management 
Accountant. 
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 The Institute for Public 
Administration (IPA) at the 
University of Delaware, in 
partnership with the Dela-
ware Department of Trans-
portation (DelDOT), the Office 

Complete Communities summit comes to Dover, Nov. 4 

of State Planning Coordina-
tion (OSPC), and National/

Delaware Association of 
REALTORS®, will hold its sec-
ond Delaware Complete Com-
munities Summit this fall. 
 The event is slated for 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 4, at the Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino in Dover. 
 Community stakeholders 
will convene and discuss 
Delaware complete communi-
ties issues, such as how 
transportation and land-use 
planning has shifted to an 
accessibility focus, how gov-

ernment entities are address-
ing regulatory challenges. 
 The summit also will ad-
dress how: 
 Delaware local govern-

ments are achieving 
complete communities’ 
“recipes for success;” 

 Generational trends and 
preferences are influenc-
ing the housing/real es-
tate market; and 

 Communities gaining 
competitive economic 
advantage through plan-
ning innovations. 

 Featured keynote speak-
ers are Jonathan Levine, 
Ph.D, Professor of Urban and 
Regional Planning at Univer-
sity of Michigan, and Paul 
Bishop, Ph.D, Vice President 
of Research, National Asso-
ciation of REALTORS®. 
To register for the summit, 
visit: https://
commerce.cashnet.com/
UDELIPCC 

For more information, visit: 
www.completecommunities 
de.org/summit-2013/   

If you go: 
What: Delaware Complete 
Communities Summit 
When: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 4, 2013 
Where: Dover Downs Hotel 
& Casino, Dover. 
Registration Fee: $30 

 The Dover/Kent County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s 2014 TIP video 
tour is now streaming on the Web. 
 All that is required is a computer, 
smart phone, or wireless device and an 
Internet connection, and a viewer becomes 
a “passenger” on the MPO’s tour of trans-
portation projects that are taking place or 
are anticipated for central Delaware in the 
next few years. 
 In the past several years, the MPO 
held a bus tour around Kent County for 
passengers to glimpse the area where  

transportation projects were proposed. A 
Web-based tour allows people to see the 
proposed projects in less time. It addition-
ally gives viewers a closer look at projects 
in some cases, as well as the luxury of 
hearing the information and seeing associ-
ated maps multiple times, any time of day 
or night, in any weather, from anywhere 
they are in the world. 
 By visiting www.doverkentmpo.org, 
visitors can click on the link for the video 
tour on the right hand side of the home 
page. The link brings up a map of Kent 

County showing the locations of each pro-
posed project on the tour. There also is an 
introduction video to the tour and a conclu-
sion video. On the map, click on a location,  
and a video emerges about that area. View-
ers can also choose to see the tour with 
Spanish subtitles. 
 Visitors can view as many or as few of 
the clips as they prefer. To hear informa-
tion again, visitors click on the specific link 
and re-play the segment. The MPO will up-
date the videos as projects finish or move 
to new phases. 
 For more information, call the Dover/
Kent County MPO at (302) 387-6026. 
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under construction in 2015.  
 
 Phase II of the project would span 
from the shopping center to Brecknock 
Park, where it will ultimately tie into the 
West Dover Connector.. The MPO will 
study what will be Phase II of the pro-
ject. To do this, the MPO will have to 
add the project into its Unified Planning 
Work Program, or spending plan, with 
permission from the MPO Council. MPO 
staff plans to ask for the council’s per-
mission at its November meeting. 
  Some primary considerations of 

 A Dover/Kent County MPO study 
could be in the works this year for the 
creation of a bicycle and walking path 
along Route 10 in the Dover and Cam-
den area. 
 The Route 10 Trail Project will be a 
planning study to evaluate a multi-use 
trail along Route 10 from the Gateway 
South shopping center to Brecknock 
Park.  The Delaware Department of 
Transportation has a multi-phase pro-
ject in design that will provide a sepa-
rate trail from the Isaac Branch trail to 
the shopping center, which should be 

the study will be: 
 

 Which side of Route 10 is 
preferred (north or south)? 

 
 

 Identification of right-of-way needs 

 
 

 Identification of potential utility, 
drainage and environmental con-
straints 

 How to provide a safe trail crossing 
of U.S. 13? 

 If the MPO Council approves adding 
the study into the UPWP, staff, with 
help from Century Engineering, could 
start work in December. 

The map illustrates where proposed trails will link with existing trails in the Dover and Camden areas. This shows an eventual loop of this section of 
Kent County. 
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 Gasoline, a liquid  fuel, is what most 
cars use to operate. Chesapeake Utili-
ties, however, has a couple of vehicles 
that operate on what the company 
knows best — natural gas. 
 In June 2012, Honda Motor Com-
pany started selling the Honda 
Civic Natural Gas in Dover. The 
Natural Gas, which was named the 
2012 Green Car of the Year, is the 
only factory produced natural gas 
sedan, said Jamey W. Tourison, 
sales manager for Price Honda & 
Acura in Dover. The dealership has 
a vehicle available for community 
awareness events and customer 
demonstrations.  
 “We also decided to make an 
investment in cleaner air and lower 
fuel cost by utilizing these vehicles 
in our day to day operations,” 
Tourison said. 
 Chesapeake has one of the 
Civics and uses it as a company 
car. It even has a filling station as 
its Queen Street office in Dover, 
which is open to other owners of 
natural gas-powered vehicles who 

sign up for filling privileges with the 
company. 
 Shane Breakie, Director of Energy 
Services for Chesapeake, rolls the com-
pany Honda over to the fueling station 
in the parking lot. The fuel pump looks a 

 Jennifer Cohan is 
not just the director of 
the Delaware Division 
of Motor Vehicles. She 
has another title. Co-
han is also the chair-
woman of the Interna-
tional Board of Direc-
tors for the American 
Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators. 

 The AAMVA elected Cohan to the 
International Board during its 80th an-
nual international conference, held in 
August in Scottsdale, Ariz. Cohan 
served as the AAMVA Region 1 Presi-
dent from 2012-2013, and as a mem-
ber of the International Board of Direc-
tors for three years. She becomes the 
10th woman to lead the 80-year-old 
organization, and the first member from 
Delaware to hold the office, replacing 

D E L A W A R E  D M V  D I R E C T O R  C O H A N  N A M E D  T O  T O P  A A M V A  B O A R D  P O S I T I O N   

outgoing Chair Stacey Stanton, director 
of the Motor Vehicle Division for Ari-
zona. 
 "I am honored and excited to be 
leading AAMVA as the International 
Chairwoman for 2013-2014,” Cohan 
said. “I hope to keep the organization 
focused on the future by continuing to 
embrace technology that advances our 
services.” 
 AAMVA President and CEO Neil 
Schuster said the organization mem-
bers were excited to have Cohan as its 
international chairwoman. 
"Her experience, along with her enthusi-
asm and commitment to public service 
will benefit AAMVA greatly in the forth-
coming year,” Schuster said. 
 Cohan has been the Delaware DMV 
director since 2007, but she has 
worked for the state since 1989. Co-

han, a native of Dover, has held an ar-
ray of leadership positions at the Dela-
ware Department of Transportation 
(DelDOT) in the areas of Planning, Fi-
nance & Motor Carrier Safety. She pre-
viously worked as a senior legislative 
analyst for the Delaware State Legisla-
ture within the Office of the Controller 
General. In addition to her career in 
public service, Ms. Cohan is an adjunct 
professor at Wilmington University and 
President of the Greater Dover Boys 
and Girls Club board of directors. 
 Founded in 1933, AAMVA actively 
promotes traffic safety and uniformity 
among North American jurisdictions. 
Representing chief motor vehicle ad-
ministrators and law enforcement offi-
cials, the association develops uniform 
programs in driver licensing, vehicle 
titling/registration and motor carrier 
services, among others. 

Cohan 

lot like a regular gasoline pump, just as 
the car looks like a standard gasoline-
powered vehicle. Look again, and there 
are some distinct differences. The 
pump’s hoses look more like the kind 
that would fill tires with air, and the 

mechanism behind the car’s fuel 
flap, is different from a standard 
receptacle for a gasoline pump. 
 The natural gas pump fits 
neatly onto the small opening for 
the natural gas receptacle. The 
process of filling the car’s tank 
from empty to full takes between 
five and 10 minutes. 
 Breakie, who has been driving the 
Honda for more than a year, said 
he can go about 270 to 310 miles 
between fuel-ups, which he said is 
the equivalent of getting 35 to 38 
miles per gallon of gasoline. Be-
sides the Honda, Chesapeake, 
Breakie said, has a van that the 
company converted 15 years ago 
to run either gasoline or natural 
gas fuel.  
 Shane Breakie of Chesapeake Utilities refuels his company car, a 

Honda Civic Natural Gas, with natural gas at Chesapeake’s Queen 
Street office in Dover.  
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 Some people stuff turkeys at 
Thanksgiving, DART First State stuffs 
buses. 
 From Nov. 12 to 15, DART will hold 
its annual Stuff the Bus food drive 
throughout Delaware to benefit area 
food pantries. Last year, DART collected 
10.8 tons of food for Delawareans in 
need. Anyone can 
help stuff the bus 
on the following 
dates, times and 
locations: 
 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 12 
Wal-Mart, 939 N. DuPont Highway, Mil-
ford and Acme grocery store, North Do-
ver Center, U.S. 13 Dover. 
(EAGLE 97.7 & COOL 101.3 will broad-
cast all day from both locations) 
  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 13  
Acme, Fairfax Shopping Center, U.S. 
Route 202, Wilmington 
 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 14 
Rodney Square, Market Street side, Wil-
mington  

(WJBR will broadcast live from 11 AM 1 
PM) 
 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m., Friday, Nov. 15 
Rodney Square, Market Street side, Wil-
mington  
 DART First State will be available to 
help stuff the bus and will provide public 
transit and Food Bank information to 
visitors at each collection site.  F o r 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.DartFirstState.com, or call 
(800)652-DART.  

DART G E A R S  U P  F O R ST U F F  T H E  B U S  F O O D  D R I V E 

Recommendations for improvements to Kenton 
Road in Dover include  sidewalks, shoulders and 
bike lanes. 

A new traffic signal also was installed at 
the realigned intersection with dedicated 
left and right turning lanes. 
 This summer, the MPO made side-
walk and other recommendations for 
improvement for Kenton, Mifflin and 
Hazlettville roads as well as Route 8 in 
Dover. The recommendations were part 
of the MPO’s Dover High School Pedes-
trian study. The study, whose primary 
function was to identify sidewalk gaps, 
finished in July. 
 The MPO developed conceptual 
plans that showed recommended side-

walk locations along Kenton Road be-
tween Del. 8 and Walker Road. 
 DelDOT included the recommended 
Kenton Road improvements in its draft 
FY 2015 - 2020 Capital Transportation 
Program. The proposed improvements 
will extend to Chestnut Grove Road. De-
signs could begin in FY 2017, with con-
struction anticipated for FY 2020. 
Kenton Road is sixth on the City of Do-
ver’s 2013 Transportation Project Priori-
tization List. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOVE LEFT: Work is nearly done on Phase I of the Capital City Trail. Ten-foot-wide walk and bicycle paths along U.S. 13 will connect on the south end to a crosswalk at 
Public Safety Boulevard where the trail meets the Isaac Branch Trail behind the Delaware Department of Transportation building, and to Martin Luther King Boulevard on 
the south end. ABOVE RIGHT: A signalized crosswalk will allow walkers and bicyclists to cross U.S. 13 at Public Safety Boulevard where they can continue the Capital 
City Trail at the Isaac Branch Trail behind the Delaware Department of Transportation Campus. BELOW RIGHT: A  crosswalk on Martin Luther King Boulevard links the 
trail toward the downtown Dover area. 

http://www.DartFirstState.com�
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Friendly Community designation from 
the League.  
 Besides Asay, other members 
include: (citizen) Jim Hutchison, Kathy 
Doyle, Dave Moses, Jayce Lesniewski, 
RuthAnn Purchase, and Pat Gallagher. 
Dover City Planner Ann Marie Town-
shend, Delaware Department of Trans-
portation Bicycle Coordinator Anthony 
Aglio, and MPO Executive Director Rich 
Vetter also attend the monthly meet-
ings to provide support and discuss 
upcoming bicycle and pedestrian pro-
jects for the city. 
 The group hit the ground running 
from its first meeting in March. 
“Our first goal was to achieve Bicycle 
Friendly Community certification from 
the League of American Bicyclists,” 
Asay said. 
 Over several meetings, the com-
mittee discussed safety concerns re-
garding the Amish Country Bicycle 

Tour, which members conveyed to 
Kent County Tourism and Dover City 
Council. It also organized Dover's first 
Bike-To-Work Day on May 15, and is 
planning the next bike-to-work event 
for the coming spring. 
 “For pedestrians, we are creating 
an inventory of sidewalks in need of 
repair or vegetation control, or where 

 Dover’s Bike and Pedestrian com-
mittee has managed to make some 
headway. Since May, the group organ-
ized Dover’s first Bike To Work Day, 
worked on a national League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists certification for the city 
and helped organize a bicycle Traffic 
Skills 101 class for October. And the 
group just got started. 

 T h e  s e v e n -
member committee 
formed last February 
as a subcommittee of 
the Dover City Coun-
cil’s Safety Advisory & 
Transportation Com-
mittee by Dover City 
Councilman James L. 
Hutchison. 
“He saw multiple 
benefits in taking 
steps to increase bicy-
cling and walking, 
including addressing 
the rapidly increasing 
rate of obesity, and 
the resulting diabe-
tes, heart disease, 
and spiraling health 
care costs,” commit-
tee vice chairman 
Chris Asay, of Dover, said. 
 The formation of the group also was 
a requirement of the national League of 
American Bicyclists, whose mission is “to 
promote bicycling for fun, fitness and 
transportation and work through advo-
cacy and education for a bicycle-friendly 
America,” according to its website. The 
City of Dover has applied for a Bicycle 

there are gaps,” Asay said. “And we 
are reaching out to both walkers and 
joggers to hear concerns or sugges-
tions that they may have.” 
 Achieving the League’s designa-
tion means following the requirements 
laid out in an extensive application 
and months of preparation. The city 
submitted its application to the 
League in July. The city, and the group, 
is awaiting the League’s decision, 
which will be announced in October. 
Asay said he believes Dover will at 
minimum receive an Honorable Men-
tion from the League. There also will 
be feedback from the organization, 
which Asay said the group and city will 
use to make further improvements 
toward bike friendliness as well as re-
apply to the League in coming years 
for higher levels of certification. 
 The group and DelDOT have  
scheduled a training course for bicy-
clists set for 8 am to 5 p.m. on Satur-

day, Oct. 26 at Del-
DOT. "Traffic Skills 
101", developed by 
the League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists, is for 
people to improve 
their bike handling 
skills and knowledge 
of traffic laws or to 
work on their certifica-
tion as League cycling 
Instructors (See inset 
for more information).  
 “This committee is 
active and energetic,” 
Asay said about the 
committee. “We are 
determined to produce 
a community that is 
truly bicycle and pe-
destrian friendly.” 

Take a Class: Bicycle Traffic Skills 101 in Dover  
 
When: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 26 
Where: Delaware Department of Transportation administration building, 800 
Transportation Circle, Dover. 
Cost: $10 per person 
              
People take the Traffic Skills 101 course to improve their bike handling skills 
and knowledge of traffic law or to work on their certification as League cy-
cling Instructors.  Even if you have ridden for years, you’ll pick up good infor-
mation from the instructors and the other participants. 
 
Paul Hess and Ceci & John McCormick invite you on Saturday, October 26, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for a Traffic Skills 101 class being sponsored by Del-
DOT. 
 
Cost includes a light breakfast and materials. Classroom instruction and skill 
drills will be followed by a group ride that includes a stop for lunch. Registra-
tion deadline, Friday, Oct. 18th.  To register contact C. McCormick at  
johnandcecimcc@gmail.com or 302-528-1773.   



 

We’re on the Web! 

www.doverkentmpo.org 

Also visit us on Facebook and Twitter 

            Journeys has gone electronic    
 

Due to changes in postage regulations, pa-
per and postage costs, and a desire to be 
more environmentally friendly, the Do-
ver/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization is now delivering its newsletter, 
Journeys, via the Internet. The newsletter 
will be available on the MPO’s Web site at 

www.doverkentmpo.org, and by e-mail. To join the Journeys 
e-mail list, write to kate.layton@doverkentmpo.org, or call the 
office at (302) 387-6026. Thanks for helping the MPO’s efforts 
to save on costs and be earth conscious. 

Phone: 302-387-6030 

The MPO Council: 
 

Dover Mayor Carleton E. Carey Sr., Chairman                     
 

Bradley S. Eaby, Vice Chairman 
(for President Brooks Banta) 
 Kent County Levy Court 
 

Mayor Don Tinari, Town of Cheswold 
(for Kent County municipalities) 
 

Lauren Skiver, Executive Director 
Delaware Transit Corporation 
 

Drew Boyce, for Sec. Shailen Bhatt 
Delaware Department of Transportation  
 

Terry Pepper (for Governor Markell) 
 
 

MPO Staff:                                                                   
Executive Director: Rich Vetter 
Principal Planner: Jim Galvin 
Public Liaison: Kate Layton 
Planner: Chris Kirby 
Executive Secretary: Catherine Samardza     
             
 

The preparation of this document was financed in part with funds provided by the Federal Government, 
including the Federal Transit Administration, through the Joint Funding Simplification Program, and the 
Federal Highway Administration of the United States Department of Transportation. 

 

What: Heels & Wheels Delaware Walk & Bike Summit 2014 
 

When: Friday, March 21, 2014 
 

Where: Clayton Hall, University of Delaware, Newark, Del. 
 

 The Delaware Trail Summit and the Delaware Bike Summit have 
proudly joined forces to make our state an even better place to walk, 
ride and live. 
 We’ve reached a new stage of evolution within the walking and 
biking communities. Our successes and needs are bigger than just 
bicyclists or trail users. The dual focus of the Heels & Wheels Sum-
mit will offer even more opportunities for people of all interests and 
abilities to share ideas on overcoming transportation barriers while 
reducing air pollution, expanding the recreational trail network, get-
ting outdoors, and tackling obesity.  Look for more information about 
the summit  by visiting www.wilmapco.org. 
 See you this Spring! 

 

Like the MPO on Facebook! 

Save the Date!  
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