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Dover/Kent County MPO opens public comment

period for FY 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program 
CAMDEN – The Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization's draft FY 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program includes more than $150 million over the next four years of road, bridge, and transit expansion projects in Kent County.
The MPO would like the public’s opinion on its draft TIP and the projects within it, and has set a public comment period to run from March 30 through April 30.
The TIP represents the first three-to-four years of the MPO’s long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Projects in the TIP are ones for which the Delaware Department of Transportation wants to secure federal funding. The TIP also serves as a budgetary guide for how much money will be spent on each project.
Some highlight projects in the draft TIP include:

· continued construction of the West Dover Connector and the Route 1/Thompsonville Road grade-separated intersection

· start of construction for the improvements to Route 1/Little Heaven and the Route 1/South Frederica grade-separated intersections
· safety improvements along Glenwood Avenue in Smyrna 

· construction of a roundabout at Route 10/Route 15

Design projects include:

· U.S. 13 widening (from the Puncheon Run connector to Lochmeath Way)

· Kenton Road (Route 8 to Walker Road)

· Crawford Carroll Road extension

· Loockerman Street/Forest Street improvements
· Right of way acquisition is scheduled to begin for the Route 1/N.E. Front Street grade-separated intersection project.
· There are 10 bridge rehabilitation projects proposed in Kent County.
· The Delaware Transit Corporation will purchase several new buses as part of its transit expansion in Kent County, as well as replace both fixed-route and paratransit buses.
DelDOT will continue to implement bike and pedestrian improvements throughout the county, particularly in Dover, where improvements are proposed along U.S. 13 between Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Loockerman Street as well as areas throughout downtown Dover.
The MPO intends to bring the TIP before its council for final approval on May 6. A project’s inclusion in the TIP does not guarantee construction will start within the TIP’s time span, although designers and planners could be busy behind the scenes on a project. 

A copy of the TIP is available to view on the MPO’s website, www.doverkentmpo.org. Comments and questions are welcome by calling (302) 387-6026 or (302) 387-6030, or via e-mail: kate.layton@doverkentmpo.org or doverkentmpo@gmail.com.
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