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Public Outreach

Public outreach for the Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization’'s 2030
Long Range Transportation Plan began in January 2004, when the MPO conducted a
survey of area residents by posting it on the MPO web site and going to three different
locations in the MPO area to solicit in-person responses. The media release advertising
the on-line survey and resultant news articles are shown below.

For Immediate Release

Date: January 3, 2004

Contact: Ava M. Perrine
Public Affairs Officer
aperrine@mail.dot.state.de.us

Metropolitan Transportation Plan Needs Your Help

Dover (DE)-The Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) wants
to know what you think about transportation issues in Kent County. The MPO is
currently updating its Metropolitan Transportation Plan, which defines how our region’s
transportation system will develop over 20 years.

Public participation in the Plan’s development is required by law and stipulates
that the MPO's process must: include input from public and private sectors, coordinate
with local and state long range plans, and be updated every three years. In order to
learn as much as possible about how Kent Countians feel about transportation issues
a short survey has been developed.

During the month of January only, Kent County residents are asked to log onto
the MPO'’s website (www.doverkentmpo.org) and answer a few quick questions. The
MPO coordinates with federal, State, County and municipal decision-makers regarding
transportation issues. The public’s valuable responses will be used to help plan how to
meet current and future transportation needs. Call (302) 760-2712 for more
information.

-30-
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Internet
survey

to shape
transport

By JAMES MERRIWEATHER
Staff reporter

For the first time, the Dover/
Kent County Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization is using an
Internet survey to collect infor-
mation for updating its Metro-
politan Transportation Plan.

The organization has veto
power over proposed federal
spending for transportation
projects in Kent County. It is
also keeper of the transporta- -
tion plan, which is intended to .
guide development of Kent
County’s transportation system |
for 20 years. The plan must be .
updated every three years.

Typically, organization offi-
cials hold public hearings to col-
lect comments from residents
and other public agencies. Ava
Perrine, the organization’s pub-
lic affairs officer, said Saturday
that the Internet survey was in-
tended to increase participation
among the county’s residents.

“People are busy, and we re-
ally don’t get people to drop in as
much as we’d like,” she said.
“You have to try as many ways
of engaging the public as possi-
ble.”

The survey includes 13 ques-
tions, including an opportunity
to recommend general improve-
ments that should be made to
the transportation system. It
also affords space for residents
to name the five intersections
and the five roadways most in
need of improvements to en-
hance safety and relieve conges-
tion.

“Everyone has an intersec-
tion or two that they hate and an
intersection or two that they
like, so we give them space to tell
us about them,” Perrine said.
“We want to know as much as
we can about people’s feelings
toward transportation in Kent
County.”

The survey will be conducted
through the end of January at
www.doverkentmpo.org.

For additional information,
call director Juanita 8. Weic-
zoreck at 760-2713.

Reach James Merriweather at 678-4273
or jmerriweather@delawareontine.com.

Monday, Jan. 5, 2004 <e« B3

The News Journal, Wilmington, Del.

www.delawareonline.com
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DOVER POST

MPO seeks public’s help with survey

Th_e Dnve_r_fKent County Metropolitan Planning Qrganization (MPQO) seeks the public's
opinion apout transportation issues in Kent County, Resident's may visit
www.doverkentmpo.org to answer a short survey involving transportation issues
Results will be collected until the end of January. '

MPO Is updating its Metropolitan Transportation Plan, which defines how the region's
transportation system will develop during the next 20 years. The organization is
required by law to include public and private sector input, coordinate with local and
state long-range plans and update its plan every three vears.

For more infarmation, call 760-2712.

http:J’;\.wmf.duvurpust,cmm’Pnsu-\rchivcsr’ﬂl 1-07-04/pages/briefs. html

The results of the survey are discussed in Chapter 4.

The survey aswell as technical analysis provided the basis for the final plan
recommendations. Contents of the final draft of the 2030 Plan were first made
awallable to the public on March 23, 2005, as a two-padge insert in the Dover Fost,
Smyma-Clavion Sun Times, The Airdifter and The Mifford Beacon. A copy of the insert
follows
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Page 148 The Dover Post, Wednesday, March 30, 2005

e

www.doverpost.com

Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization
Moving Forward Together .

ot z:..o A Profile of the MPO's Long Range Transporfation Plon

i K-

+ {(MPQ) is the federally designated agency responsible for
W fransportation !o::.:n and programming in Kent County, Um§§
{MPQO's planning  area includes all of Kent County including. portions’of
: Milford and Smyma located in Sussex and New Castle counties. Plans and'{
 prograims &ovam 3 the MPO oczsm how federal #n:«vo;o:o: funds

M:.m‘ooé_,\xoi County Metropolitan Planning Oan

v st wu..w.mm

e

‘ntroduction

The Long Range Transportation Plan defines how the region's

transportation system will develop ovér 20-years. The plan must be
coordinated with local and state long-range plans.

The 2030 plan provides a vision, strafegies and actions to meeting
anticipated transportation needs through the year 2030. The LRTP was
assembled based on the input of residents, business people and
government agencies. This document is a summary of its contents.

Member >mm_.._nmmm of Dover/Kent County .ZvO Council:

Delaware Department of Transportation
Delaware Transit Corporation
Office of the Governor of Delaware
City of Dover
Kent County Municipality- elected every two years
Federal Highway Administration (non voting)

Federal Transit (non voting)

= Challenges

._.rm nos._{m uovc_o:o: is oxvoamn_ to grow by uu$ vm?«mm: wooo a:m
2030; employment is expected to grow by 18%.. The Dover area will
continue to develop as the predominant employment center, but
dispersed development to other centers is expected in areas such as
Milford and Smyrna. These population and employment tfrends mean
more people traveling to more places. The following travel trends
increase the load on the region's fransportation system.

¢ More workers are choosing fo drive alone
o Fewer workers are choosing to walk, bicycle or carpool
¢ More people are riding transit, but not to work

o The number of vehicles owned by each household is
increasing, with most households owning ot least two vehicles

e The annual number of vehicle miles traveled has increased ot |-
a greater rate than the total roadway mileage, vehicles
or drivers

¢ Average travel time for work trips has been steadily
increasing

— RSP

B FnmemorFabiosm Nt
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rederal _a:mz (non voting)

. e T

Vision

2030 Vision “Moving Forward Together”

The future transportation system in the Dover/Kent County Metropolitan
region is safe, supports economic development, allows easy access and
mobility for people and goods to reach their destinations and serves
desired growth patterns. A transportation system that serves the public's
needs while reinforcing the unique character and quality of life of each
community while preserving the region's natural resources. :

Transportation will play a crucial role in achieving the Regional Vision.
The vision is further defined by five goals with transportation objectives.

Economic Development -
Goal: To strengthen the local economy.
Quality of Life
Goal: To improve quality of life.
Growth Management / Land Use Coordination
Goal: Support desired land use and effective m_‘oi_.. management.
Access, Safety and Mobility
Goal: To improve access and mobility while ensuring the mo*mi of all
citizens.
Transportation Network (Infrastructure)
Goal: To safely and efficiently fransport people and goods.

Planning Process

The plan update that was v.d_un_‘ma as a result of this v_osz_:m process is
consistent with DelDOT's Statewide Long- mo:mo .m‘a:m_uo_;o:o: 1_9..

Transportation Needs

Deficient and Obsolete Bridges - 27
Linear Miles of Roadway in Fair - Poor Condition 516
Transit Passenger Trips Annually 308,716
Totdl Number of Vehicle Crashes Annually 2,610
Public Park-and-Ride and Park-and-Pool Facilities 11
Percent Drive Alone N v .. 66%
Carpoolers ) \ - 28%
Number of Public Use Airports o ; 6
Miles of active Rail Freight Lines “ ' 56

1 mile of Sidewalk to 1.25 miles of Urban Roadway

Projections _

Community Characteristic 2000 Figure = 2030 Projection
Population 136,993 . 183,576
Households 47,224 63,432
Employment 61,729 73,499

Percent of Land that is Residential 15% 21%

P T o ey o ey e

n:Io_mm_oi;onow i
Dover/Kent 00::? ZvO.m Long* no:mo ._.B:wvoaoro: Plan is

Uoéa DE 308-808
'(302) 739-5359 e L
FAX (302) 739-6340

Appendix E: PageE 7



DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE - ADOPTED May 4, 2005

dStrategies

o m_<o ?:n_n:_o_io_ «438@_3 *013 :6 ?n:_mioqr o* *rm ro:n xo:@m
Transportation Plan and subsequent transportation actions. They are
ranked in order of their relative importance and impact on the County
andits _.om_mo:a

1. Preserve and maintain the existing fransportation system

2. Improve the management of the existing transportation system
3. Develop and expand other modes of transportation

4. Provide additional roadway system capacity

5. Focustransportatiorvinvestments

increments-for- _SU_mba %w
groups are shown on the Bnu 1o the'rig

o

< OZwQO &.03 _Bv_maoiozo: plan.
ed by thistra :uvona.os.mvﬁmB showed

Analys fthe:

that *:mv.i 8305 i:r.a &ucm m*manv_.mrmm gcz_ﬂmna

Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) & Total Emissions by Year
{in Tons per summer day)- KENT COUNTY

va.vo:n Roadways & Pedestrian
Improvements 2005-2030

Costs

The LRTP is more than just a wish list. A cost estimate was developed and
potential funding sources were examined to determine whether or not
funding would be reasonably available to implement the plan. The
estimated cost of implementing the new facilities and services proposed
in the plan is $702 million over 25 years. A review of historical funding
sources and levels shows that $985 million should be reasonably

available during the life of the plan.

Year VMT vocC* Budget] NOx** Budget
2005 5.14 8.42
2010 5,371,546 | 4.46 5.33
2020 5,888,382 | 2.60 2.01
2030 6,669,658 | 2.53 1.60

VO Valtle Chrmn oot Mo e Co g
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www.doverpost.com The Dover Post, Wednesday, March 30, 2005 Page 15B

,m:.m maps below show the potential impact of future growth on the region's roadways. “Roads shown in black will be generally free of congestion and will handle
Huture traffic with few problems...Blue roadswill experience ‘congestions more often, por yring he 'times. . Red roads will olways expérience
{congestion during heavy avelfies: They will lsofend 1o have more safefyissues. G

Roadway Deficiencies

———Over Capacty
7] trame ansiysis Zones.

Preforred Future - Livable Delaware NL// Roadway Deficlencles
Y, 2030 Unconstrained Growth
k\ ,
{an —— Not Deficient
/, - e Near Derficiont

S
i N

Appendix E: PageE 9



DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE - ADOPTED May 4, 2005

As a result of the publication of this insert, two copies of the draft plan and one copy _of
the maps were requested by the public. No comments about the plan or the air quality
conformity determination were received from any of these individuals.

The first public presentation of the plan was made before the Kent County Levy Court
on April 5, 2005. Levy Court commissioners asked questions about rail freight service
and corridor preservation, which the MPO executive director answered at the meeting.
No questions were asked about the air quality conformity determination. This
presentation generated two newspaper articles, which included the MPO’s request for
public comments.

These articles, shown below, prompted visits from two gentlemen, on different
occasions regarding specific planning studies. The first gentleman expressed his
support for instituting commuter rail service between Dover and Wilmington and was
concerned that any new service be adequately monitored and promoted. The second
gentleman was inquiring about a meeting that was to be held by DelDOT and Kramer
and Associates regarding the West Dover Connector Study. He left with a copy of the
Long Range Transportation Plan, but did not follow-up with any questions or
comments.

The first week of April, the plan was also posted on the MPQO’s web site,
www.doverkentmpo.org. All information about the plan sent to the public directed them

to the web site.

Delaware State News, Thursday, April 7, 2005

Panel unv_e;lg transportation p—lan

Delaware State News

DOVER — More sidewalks,
4 community transit services, bicy-
cle lanes and transit hubs are proj-

ects that the
Dover-Kent
County Metro- |
politan  Plan- {§
ning Organiza-
tion could
recommend
for the area for
the next 25
years,

A proposed
$1.6  billion Juanita
plan also could Wieczoreck
recommend

continuing new road construc-

tion, expanding DART service and

adding rail transportation service
in its long-range transportation
outline,

MPO Executive Director Juani-
ta Wieczoreck presented the rec-
ommended actions and more at

b | Tuesday night's Kent County Levy

Court committee meeting.

Ms. Wieczoreck said she dis-
cussed the plan with Levy Court
because it is an MPO member

| and because the county’s govern-

ing body makes decisions on land
use and zoning, which affects
transportation.

“They’re the main land use
agency,” Ms. Wieczoreck said.

Transportation and land use,
she said, go hand in hand.

She said she wanted to give
commissioners a chance to ask

questions because their participa-
tion in the process is important,

She also hoped commission-
ers would keep the plan in mind
when making decisions on devel-
opments and rezoning.

The presentation highlighted
the plan’s vision, transportation
trends, needs, population and
employment, land use, funda-
mental strategies and recom-
mended actions and projects.

Some of the other suggested
projects include signal upgrades
in downtown Dover and along
U.S. 13 and 113, better advertising
for ride sharing, and getting pub-
lic transit service in other munici-
palities. ~

Ms. Wieczoreck said cities
such as Milford are getting |large

enough that they could sustain
shuttle service.

She said the cost of proposed
projects in the long-range plan is
quite a bit higher than the last
study, which projected $667 mil-
lion if all the projects were done
over 25 years from 2000 to 2025.

There will be a public meeting
and public advisory committee
recommendation April 26.

Anyone who wants to look at ~
the study and comment on it
must do so before May.

The study can be viewed at
www.doverkentmpo.org.

Post comments on this issue at
newsblog.info/0406.

Staff writer Kate House-Layton can
bereached at 741-8242 or khouse
@newszap.com.

o
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The plan was presented to the MPO Council and committees in April and May. Prior to
each of these meetings, media releases and public notices, with agenda, were sent to
electronic and print media outlets, municipal buildings and public libraries.

Technical Advisory Committee met on April 13 and 27. Both of these meetings were
open to the public and advertised as such. No members of the public offered any
comments about the plan or the air quality conformity determination. Media releases
and public notices are shown below.
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NEWS RELEASE

Faor Iimmediate Helsasse

Date: April 6, 2005
Contact. Ava M. Perrine
Fublic Affairs Officer
aperrineddmail.dot. state de.us

MPO Technical Advisory Committee Plans to Meet

Dover (DE)- The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the Doverflent County
Metropolitan Flanning Organization (MFPO) will meet on Wednesday, April 13, 2005
from 915 to 11:30 AM at the MPO's office, Suite 208 of the Blue Hen Corporate Center
-Foute 113, Dover. Among the TAC s revised agenda items are its proposed fiscal year
2006-2008 Transportation Improvement Program, proposed 2030 Long Range
Transportation Flan and proposed fiscal year 2006 Unified Planning Work Program.
The publicisinvited. Please call the MO at (302) 760-2712 for more information .

Page 14A The Daver Post, Wednesday, April 27, 2005

MPO’s Technical Advisory
Commitiee to meet

The Technical Advisory
Committes of the
Dover/Rent County
Metropolitan Planning
Organizafion will hold a
special meeting from 1:15
bo 3 p.m, Wednesday, April
27, 8t the MPO's office,
Suite 210 of the Blue Hen
Corporste Center on Route

113 in Dover, The TAC's
agenda items are ifs pro-
posed fiscal year 2006
2008 Transportation Imp-
rovement Program and
propoeed 2000 Long-Range
Transportation Plan. The
public is invited. For more
information, call the MPO
at Te0-2712
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Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization
P.O. Box 383, Dover, Delaware 19913 (302) Te0-2713 FAX: (302) T39-6340
hitp:/(doverkentmpo.org

MEETING NOTICE

TECHNICAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
(TAC)

BI-MONTHLY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2005
9:15 AM - 11:30 AM

DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO
CONFERENCE ROOM / SUITE 210
BLUE HEN CORPORATE CENTER

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME AND
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND

For further information please call the
Dover/Kent County MPO @ (302) 760-2713

EBEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE R
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEE
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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Date: April 6, 2005
Contact: Ava M. Perrine
Public Affairs Officer
aperrine@mail.dot.state.de.us

MPO Technical Advisory Committee Plans to Meet

Dover (DE)- The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the Dover/Kent County
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will hold a special meeting on Wednesday,
April 27, 2005, 1:15-3.00 p.m. at the MPO'’s office, Suite 210 of the Blue Hen Corporate
Center -Route 113, Dover. The TAC's special agenda items are its proposed fiscal year
2006-2008 Transportation Improvement Program and proposed 2030 Long Range
Transportation Plan. The public is invited. Please call the MPO at (302) 760-2712 for
more information.

The meeting designated to gather public comments on the plan was the April 26, 2005,
Public Advisory Committee meeting. The meeting was held from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
at the Dover Police Station. Two members of the public attended the meeting. They
did not ask any questions about the Long Range Transportation Plan or the air quality
conformity determination. They were interested in the West Dover Connector Study.
The media release and meeting notice for this meeting follow.
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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
Date: April 14, 2005
Contact: Ava M. Perrine
Public Affairs Officer
aperrine@mail.dot.state.de.us

Daover/Kent MPQO PAC Hosts Public Meeting

Dover (DE)- The Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) needs
the public’s help. The MPQO’s Public Advisory Committee (PAC) will host a public
meeting on Tuesday, April 26, 2005, 7:00-9:00 p.m., in the Public Assembly Room of
the Dover Police Department. The PAC invites review and comments regarding its
proposed FY 2006-2008 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Proposed
2030 Long Range Plan.

The TIP comprises projects for which federal transportation funds will be
requested and are recommended for inclusion in the State’s Capital Transportation
Program. Updated every three years, the Long Range Plan acts as a blue-print for
guiding elected officials toward meeting the transportation needs of their
constituencies--us. It spells out how the county’s transportation resources should be
managed and serves as the framework for transportation investment decisions through
the year 2030.

Mandated by federal law, the MPO is responsible for planning and prioritizing
transportation improvements required to keep Kent County eligible for federal highway
and transit monies.

Comments will be accepted for the TIP until Friday, May 14, 2005. Comments
regarding the Plan will be accepted through Thursday, May 13, 2005. Both documents
are available for review on the MPQO’s website www.doverkentmpo.org. Call (302) 760-
2712 for more information.
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Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization
Daverfient POy, Box 383, Dover, Delaware 19903 (302) 760-2713 FAX: (302) 730-6340
WY, - http://doverkentmpo.org

MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
(PAC)

BI-MONTHLY MEETING

Tuesday, April 26, 2005
7:00 — 9:00 PM

DOVER POLICE STATION
PUBLIC ASSEMBLY ROOM

400 South Queen Street / Dover, DE

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME AND
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND

For further information please call the
Dover/Kent County MPO @ (302) 760-2713
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The plan was adopted by the Dover/lent County WMPO Council at its meeting on May 4,
2005, Mo members of the public asked any questions or made any comments about
the plan or the air quality conformity determination. The meseting notice for this meeting

%fﬂ%&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgg
1

; Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization %
['1::. L '“" P00 Bowx 383, Dover, Delaware 10903 (302) Te0-2713 FAX: (303) 739-63410)
=l http:tfdoverkentmpo.org

Count 8 A
£ MEETING NOTICE
%  MPOCOUNCIL i

@ BI-MONTHLY MEETING %% I
[ e
A MAY 4, 2005 =
= 3:00 — 5:00 PM =
% |
DOVER/KENT COUNTY MPO
CONFERENCE ROOM %
e BLUE HEN CORPORATE CENTER ﬁsl
% SUITE 210 %;
% THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME AND =
= ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND
2?;: For further information please call the él

& Dover/Kent County MPO @ (302) 760-2713 ? |
(XX
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